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~ Second World War. We remembered

~he year 1994 is coming to an end. Soon we
- shall write 1995. During the past year we
- have heard many words about freedom. We
- shall hear them again in 1995. We live about

‘Fifty vears ago the battle for freedom in the
,world was slowly being won both in the west and in the east,
from D-Day to V-Day, that is, from Decision Day in 1944 to

Comes to an
WHAT ABOUT FREED()M?

- half-a century-after-the Second-World-War. |-

Freedom is a treasure. It is a gift of God’s goodness.
Why do people all over the earth take away freedom and life
from others? 1s it because we in North America are less sin-
ful than people elsewhere? Thinking in this way would be = -
deceiving ourselves. We are-just as-sinful-as others,— -
Besides, at home dark clouds of political and spiritual op-
pression appear on the horizon. As for our country, we hear
that in the Liberal caucus the Prime Minister wants to shut the

Victory Day in 1945.

 This past year we did not just
have Remembrance Day in Novem-
~ ber to remember that many gave
their life for the freedom of others
during this century’s two World
Wars. Throughout the year we re-
membered events that took place
fifty years ago, in this last year of the

june 6, 1944 as D-Day, when the Al-
lied Forces got a foothold in Nor-
mandy in France. The defeat of the
Germans there and then was decisive
for the outcome of the Second World
War. We also remembered that in
September 1944 a bridge in the re-
gion of Arnhem appeared too far for
‘the Allies. It meant that the war went

“The two keys of the
kingdom of God,
the preaching of the
gospel and church
discipline, are
spiritual, being
weapons of the
Holy Spirit.”

mouth of those who speak against
homosexuality Words like ‘intoler- -
ance” and “hate mongering” are used
to characterize these opponents. In
fact, this means that in Canada a per-
son is no longer allowed the public
freedom of conviction and speech
when it comes to being against a ho-
mosexual life style. In other words,
here is oppréssion and suffering for
those who publicly dare to oppose
the party line.

Now it is in particular Christian -
believers who will see this freedom
of conviction and public expression
taken away from them by the hu-
manistic majority. For the socialist’s
and the secular humanist’s defini-
tion of freedom differs from that of

~on. More people were murdered in
a meaningless slaughter. More people suffered. More people
mourned. Many sighed and moaned and prayed and fought
for freedom.

“In the coming year we shall remember that freedom was
‘regained through this war. As Christians we confess that
God restored freedom, in His undeserved goodness, now fifty
- years ago. We shall thank Him again that a large part of the
‘world, especially the western world, has enjoyed this free-
dom for half a century. We shall also recall that during this

time in many parts of our modern world this freedom was
 often shattered through revolutionary conquests and through -

_civil wars. Small groups grasped totalitarian power over
whole nations. And majorities oppressed minorities.

Although the totalitarian regime of communism has bro-

: ken down m eastem Europe, |t strll kept its grrp on natrons in

i south eastern Europe different grou ps of people are stlll trymg
= to slaughter each other from the face of the earth; ,

~deserter and traitor. And it must be ad' tted tha hnstransf

;' ;tlan way We sometames forget that the church s tool for the

the Christian. As do other religions.
Freedom in a Muslim or Hindu country is often a privilege
for those who belong to the group. The freedom of commu-
nism is restricted to those who submit to its rule. The free-
dom of modern secular humanism with its human rights is
there for those who submit to its philosophy. In these systems
there is no real freedom for a dissenti:hgminority; .

This past year we could read time and again about op-
pression, death, and suffering of Christian believers. So it
was in communist China and in many Muslim countries.
Even though those who are Christians by birth are tolerated
to some extent, those who were Muslim or Hindu and be-
came Christians are considered traitors and, for that reason,
persecuted, For them there is no freedom.

From a purely human point of view, one could say that

_ there is.a parallel here with Christians. When a Christian

becomes a Muslim or Buddhist, he, too, is regarded as a

have not always treated those who left the church i ina Chris--




of the unfaithful is spiritual. The two keys of
f God, the preachmg of the gospel and church

: church uses God’s Word. Therefore it was wrong
past armies of Christian leaders conquered pa-
ns and tribes first with the sword of steel and then
 to do it with the sword of the gospel.

t this. For we want to look at all things through
of God, that is, as God tells us in His Word. God s

s is why a Christian who turns away from the
d and from His Christ to a different religion
traitor, indeed. And this is why he
m another reli igion back to the triune God, back
B aker of heaven and earth, Who is also the Redeemer
~is no longer a traitor, but one who turns back from rebellion
to the truth and to walking in the truth. He walks in the true
freedom that God gives in Christ Jesus.

- We thank God that in 1994 this freedom did exist in
- many places in our world. We thank Him that the call to

lion this world together with the call to repent from the
rebellion of refusing continued to go out to the nations. We
thank Him that, for instance through MERF (Middle East Re-
ed Fellowship), the gospel was proclaimed in Muslim
tries in the Middle East, and that, in spite of the killing
thful Christian leaders in this area, the Lord works faith

: u behef and so from God’s coming wrath.

- come to this freedom with repentance from the sin of rebel- |

We thank Him that again in
nation, too could hear about th

based on human nghts as theSe "
from God is no freedom but is de
murderer from the beginning. Th
not reckon with the rights of the Creator can only estroy
tions, also our own (Prov. 14:34).

We are about, the Lorp willing, to ceiebrate the
of Christ Jesus. Through His eternal Son, God crea
world. The world rebelled against God. It turned aw:
its Creator. But God so loved this rebellious, hostile, anc
lost world, that He “gave His only Son in order that every
orewhobeleves inHimsheuldnet peﬁsh-bu{have €
life.” God’s Son partook of our human flesh and blood inor
der to die at the cross for our sins. In this way God brou:
about redemption, freedom, through Him. This is the mean
ing of Christmas.

May this gospel continue to go out to the world also to
our Canadian nation. May God grant our brotherhood in a
Muslim neighbourhood or under a communist regime faith-
fulness in openly confessing Christ as the only and true Sav-
iour. May our God find us faithful in confessing His truth,
gospel in our post-Christian situation. May He make us His
light in our secular humanistic surrounding, even more in
1995 than in 1994. Do we show God's care for a modern
world lost in its sin? God’s Son took upon Him our human
nature and was willing to die for this lost world. Are we |
willing to suffer for this world in His service, praying and
working for the coming of His glorious Kingdom?

As Editorial Staff of Clarion, thankful to the Lord that
He bas enabled us to serve the readers in and outside
the Canadian and American Reformed Churches,
we wish all who read this a blessed new year in the
service of the Lord.

Prof. Rev. J. Geertsema, editor-in-chief

Rev. R.A. Schouten, assisting co-editor

Rev. G.Ph. van Popta, coordinating co-editor
Dr. J. De Jong, co-editor
Dr. C. Van Dam, co-editor
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em ;ni/s‘tétheology ;‘
| eminist theology has be-
. come a force to be reck-
__oned with in the world

FOR PEMINIST THE( C

by women today. At this point we have
to resist the temptation to deal with the
exemplaric character of this explana-
tion and show the importance of the

| of theology. A feminist
- approach to theology is
~ now taught all over

‘the Roman Catholic Church as well as
in the Protestant churches. Everywhere,
“women are studying how the Bible can
be related to issues that are liberating
for them. One of the main sources for

- inspiration are the women portrayed in |

S'cript'u‘ré . When they see how these
- women, in their time, stood up for their

g ~rights they are encouraged to continue |

their struggle for recognition of their
place and right. At stake is nothing less
than hberatlon after centuries of oppres-
sion.

Mary, the mother of the Lord, is one
of the women looked to for inspiration.
That led to a disappointment, however.
Mary appeared too submissive; she ap-
peared unsuitable to be used in the con-
te t of feminism. In fact, Mary was re-

, ly feminist theologians as a
entification figure.’

st circles today, however, |

toward Mary is more posi-
ow see that Mary wasfnot

redemptive historicat-approach? There
is something else that deserves our at-
tention. The best known part of Mary’s
life remains unmentioned. It is that part
which caused her name to be included
in the Apostles’ Creed, the virgin birth.
Mary herself said:
“For behold, henceforth all
generations will call me blessed
For He who is mighty has done
great things for me,” (Luke 1:48f)
but many women feel they cannot call
the Mary of the virgin birth blessed.
The question arises why this most
important part of Mary’s life does not
function in feminist theology.

Two problems

The reason why the virgin birth is
neglected is that at this point of her life
Mary provides no inspiration whatso-
ever for women. Feminist theology, as a
variation of liberation theology, wants to
liberate women from the subservient
position they have occupied in society
and church for many centuries. Women
were under male dominance and there-
fore were unable to be themselves. Fem-
inist theology attempts to free women
from their traditional submissive posi-
tion. Women should be allowed to es-
tablish their own identity. Their outlook

| and approach should be recognized as
| legitimate. Theys ould be recogmzed

ogy is the emphasrs on Mary as mothe
This leads to a glorification of moth
hood, as if that is the only rea

tion of women. The story of t

even worse than Protestant theo y
since it emphasizes that Mary is the
ever-virgin. This is seen as L;iemal ;
female sexuality.’ For femini

it is imperative to do away with the

the hberatlon of women. <
Two solutions

Several attempts have been made to.
remove this offenswe part of




The text itself contradicts this ex-
planation. The word “handmaid” or
“servant” in which Mary summarizes
her position indicates her submission

to God. The words indicate Mary’s |

humble acceptance of the will of God.”
There is no indication that God made
Himself dependent and asked for

Mary’s permission. The angel did not |
wait for Mary to consent that a son |

would be born from her; he announced
that she would give birth to a son (Luke
1:31). It would, however, not bother
many feminist interpreters that their in-
terpretation is not given in the text. They
are not in the first place interested in
what the Bible says, but in what they
can use for their feminist agenda.

For other theologians, the explana-
tion that Mary gives permission to the an-
gel is not sufficient to accept this story.
Mary would still be secondary; her im-
portance depends on the importance of
her Son. More radical measures are
needed. They come with the following
reasoning. The virgin birth is mentioned
only in two passages in the Bible, in the
introductory chapters of Matthew and
Luke. These chapters do not record his-
torical events, they are added to the story
of Jesus at a later time. They were “in-
cluded because it was felt necessary to
reflect in faith about the mystery of the
incarnation.”® In plain words this means

that no angel appeared to Mary. He did |

not announce to Mary that a son would |
be born to her. Neither did he make |

Hol irit | S ; .
known the mystery that the Holy Spirit | the real solution is not the liberation of |

would work the miracle of the virgin
birth. The early church added all these
elements to the greater glory of Jesus.

As if that is not enough, the virgin
birth takes on a new meaning. Halkes
appeals to the results of the study of
comparative religion. According to her,
the veneration of Mary should be ex-
plained against the background of the
worship of the virgin goddess. “The
dogma of Mary’s virginity is connected
with the very early mystery of the great
goddess who was a virgin.” This god-
dess is independent and self-contained.
She does bear children but is not de-
pendent on a man.’ The virgin birth be-
comes the story of the independent
woman who does not need a man, not
even for child birth.

The necessity

This is, of course, a bizarre interpre-
tation. It is utter nonsense to explain the
biblical story of the virgin birth as a vari-
ation on the theme of the great goddess
mother earth, giving birth to every living

thing. If one wants to believe in a fertili-
ty goddess, why not reject the record of
the virgin birth altogether, rather than go-
ing to such ridiculous lengths in reinter-
preting the biblical story.

We should do more, however, than
shrug this off. We have to ask the ques-
tion why the feminist theologians cannot
accept the biblical account of the virgin
birth as it is recorded. We have to go
back to the beginning. What do these
theologians use the Bible for? They only

seek support for their opinion that |

women should be liberated from their
position of submission. In their quest
they come across one of the most promi-
nent women in the Bible: Mary, and the
central event in her life: the virgin birth.
This story does not help them, however,
in their pursuit of realizing liberation for
women. That is the reason why the sto-
ry of the virgin birth had to be reinter-

preted, excised or turned into its oppo- |

site: the affirmation of female sexuality.

The root of their difficulties with |
the virgin birth is that feminist theology |

has identified the wrong problem. Ac-
cording to these theologians the basic

problem of humankind is female op- |

pression and submission. When that

problem is solved the world will be a |
better place to live. The real problem

of this world, however, is sin, sin in men
as well as in women.
And since the feminist theologians

vation work: to become the
mother of our Saviour.

See C. Halkes, “Mary and
Women” in H. Kiing, J. Molt-
mann edds., Mary in the
Churches (Edinburgh: T. & T.
Clark, 1983) 66

*These examples are taken from
R.N. Ostling’s article “Hand-
maid or Feminist? More and
more people around the
world are worshipping Mary
—and it’s lead to a holy strug-
gle over what she stands for,”
in Time magazine, Decem-
ber 30, 1991, 55.

*See for this e.g., H.J. Schilder,
“Praesidium libertatis” in De
Reformatie, 51, 121ff. (CHECK).

‘See C. Halkes, “Mary and
Women” 68f.

sUta Hanke-Heinemann, a fem-
inist theologian from Ger
many states that the perpetual
virginity of Mary was an in-
vention of a celebate clergy
that demeaned women by
robbing Mary of sexuality
and normal motherhood, see
“Handmaid or Feminist,” 56.

°C. Halkes, “Mary and Women,”
68f

See J. Howard Marshall, The
Gospel of Luke (NICNT;
Grand Rapids: Eerdmans,
1978), 72.

| 8C. Halkes, “Mary and Women,”

begin with the wrong problem, they |
also come with the wrong solution. For |

women but the removal of sins. Men as |

| well as women have sinned and stand |

condemned before God and mankind is |
unable to solve this problem. The solu- |
tion has to come from the outside. The |
Son of God has to come into this world |
for the salvation of sinners. The story of |
the virgin birth does not concentrate on

Mary who brings a child into the world, |

but on God who uses her to bring the
Saviour into this world.

Feminist theologians stumble over
the story of the virgin birth for the very
reason that they want to bring about
their own salvation. But the story of the
virgin birth shows us, rather, that salva-
tion for men as well as for women, is
from God. We can only reject the vir-

| gin birth at the cost of cutting the heart
| of God'’s grace out of the gospel.

We will call Mary blessed (Luke
1:48), not because she stood up for |
herself, but because God has done great |
things for her. She fulfilled that small but |
glorious task in the history of God's sal-

67; see also R.N. Ostling,
“Handmaid or Feminist,” 55f.

9C. Halkes, “Mary and Women,”
72.

“...she will bear
a son, and you
shall call His
name Jesus, for
He will save
His people from
their sins.”
Matthew 1:21

589




Tlle Klng’ 1S
He...will be called the Son of the Mast

and the Lorp God will give to Him the irorie
of His father David. Luke 1:32

elebratmg Chnstmas is

- celebrating the birth of
~the King. When the an-
gel Gabriel came to the
virgin Mary in Nazareth
Ta about two thousand

; iyears ago, he announced to her that she
would bear a son. About this Son

~ Gabriel told her two very special things.
This Son of hers would be called ‘the

- Son of the Most High,” and the LORD

‘God would give to Him “the throne of

His father David.” In what follows we
shall give attention to this second char-
acterization of Mary’s Son. Only one re-

~ mark is to be made regarding the first
- characterization. The angel said that
Mary’s Son would “be called the Son
of the Most High.” Being called “Son
of the Most High” means in the first
place that He is exactly what this name
‘indicates: God’s only true, eternal, di-
“vine Son. In the second place, being
~ called by this name points to the fact
that Heis acknowledged as God s Son.

fDa\nd God promise
and he shall be God’s

A at Abraham woul‘d be

fore Me; your throne shall be estab-
lished forever,” the LORD said.

David was Israel’s God-given re-
deemer. He delivered Israel from the op-
pressing enemies and was their good
shepherd. Therefore, this promise of
God for David is, at the same time, a
promise of deliverance and salvation for
God's people. We see this in the LORD'S
promises regarding this coming king in
David’s house as the prophets gave
them to the people. | may refer the read-
er to the following examples: Isa. 49:6,
55:3, Jer. 23:5-6, Ezek. 34:22-24, 37:24-
28, Hos. 3:5, Amos 9:11, Micah 5:2-4;
and further Ps. 89:3-4 with 15-18 and
19-37, as well as Ps. 132.

Restricting ourselves to the prophe-
cies of Isaiah, we read (55:3) how lsaiah
admonished God’s people to return to
the Lorp their God and listen to Him.
“And,” said the Lorp , through Isaiah, “I
will make with you an everlasting
covenant, My steadfast, sure love for
David.” The Lorp added, “Behold, |
make him (David, that is David’s Son,
the Servant of the LORD ) a witness to the
peoples, a leader and commander for
the peoples” (v. 4). Of this Servant the
Lorp said also through Isaiah (49:6), “It
is too light a thing that you should be
My Servant to raise up the tribes of Ja-

cob and to restore the preserved of Is-
| rael; 1 will give you as a light to the na-
| tions, that My salvation may reach to

‘the ends of the earth.” In other words, in
g- _ithts Servant, this Son of Dav;d whose |
,} ‘birthday we celebrate again
| covenant with David and with Davad’
| people comes to fulfillment ’However‘, 03|
| the : | &

ame is true with rega
ant with Abraham. God

ther of many nations” (Gen. 12:3,17:4,
22:18). In and through this Son
David and of Abraham, this Servant and
Son of God, now the nations will share
in God’s salvation. Indeed, also God'’s
covenant with Abraham comes to ful-
fillment in Christ Jesus. :

That God’s people benefit from the
fulfillment of God’s covenant (promise)
to David is evident also in that well-
known word in Isa. 9:6-7, “For to us
(the peoplel) a child is born, to us a
son is given; and the government will
be upon His shoulder, and His name
will be called ‘Wonderful Counsellor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince
of Peace.” Of the increase of His gov-
ernment and of peace there will be no
end, upon the throne of David, and
over his kingdom.” Also in the verses
2-3 of this chapter the people of the
Lord are mentioned. They “walked in
the darkness” but “have seen a great
light;” God has increased the people’s
joy, for He has taken away the burden
of oppression from them. All this is
linked to this Son that is born. ~
tisin Ime wnth all thts that in the



; }mte, indeed?
‘ca‘ned Son 'of the

pl;ed acknowiedgmg
A ‘hen God fulﬁls His

””E&F& A= ‘\,\.

| said to Mary that

' p essed and tempted He is the ng— 1
 Priest, so full of mercy and compassion |
‘and faithfulness for those who beheve :

f'ﬁHowever for those who refuse to
acknowledge Him as their Saviour-King
and do not want to submit to Him, He
becomes a stone over which they fall
and which will crush them when they

~ harden in their disobedient unbelief.

The New Testament shows this in the

‘many warnings of God’s wrath and

judgment. We read about this in every
chapter in Hebrews. We read about

this in Christ’s announcement of judg- |

ment over unbelieving Jerusalem (Mat.
24) and in the Book of Revelation, to
mention only these. For those who
spurn David’s great Son God will be a
consuming fire (Heb. 12:29).

I+ ic Chrictrnac 10 Again thic €

Believe in Him. Through faith in His
royal, glorious strength, turn away from
unbelief and sin, and fight against it. For
those who do not acknowledge Him as
their God-given King-Priest and in that
way despise His compassion and mer-
cy, will kindle His wrath and perish on
their way (Ps. 2:11, Rev. 19:15). o
But “blessed are all who take their
rpfnge inHiml!” (Ps. 2:11)

D' Huoh ot oat

refusal to do so. In Matthew 9:27 and
20:30-31 we read how some sufferers
among God'’s people cried out to the
Lord Jesus in their misery, “Have mercy
on us, Son of David.” And they were
helped. The Lord delivered them from
“their blindness. At Pentecost Peter pro-
claimed to the people that, in accor-
dance with David’s prophecy in Ps.
16, Christ Jesus, David’s offspring, was
exalted to the heavenly throne and
~ had sent God’s Holy Spirit upon His

—church (Ac.-2:30-33). Later Paul, refer- |

ring to the same Psalm, said to the peo-
“ple in Antioch of Pisidia that of David’s
~ “posterity God has brought to Israel a
Saviour, Jesus, as He promised” (13:23).
See also Rom. 1:3, 2 Tim. 2:8, and Rev.
22:16.

This recognition of Christ Jesus as
the great Son of God and Son of David
in one person is also proclaimed force-
fully in the epistle to the Hebrews. This

epistle works with God’s Word in
Ps. 110. In v. 1 David prophesies, “The
LoRD says to my Lord, ‘Sit at My right
“hand, till I make your enemies your
~ footstool’.” This word is quoted or re-
~ferred to in Heb. 1:3, 13, 8:1, 10:12,
and 12:2. The author exhorts his read-
~ ers, in their struggle against sin, to keep
;”iookmg ti ‘]esus the ploneer and per-

s Thrsimas 1994. / \gat-tnisoon
of God, born as the promised and long
expected Son of David, comes to us and
to the whole world. No, He does not

Do you, reader, look at Him as the
apostle and high priest of your confes-
sion in your struggle against sin, daily?

‘ ;




FROM THE PUBLISHER

Loolzing’ Forward

Long ago, when our Lord Jesus Christ was on earth, the Jews were looking forward to a Saviour. Most of
them were expecting great political changes with the Messiah’s appearance. Few awaited the spiritual Sav-
jour. But Zechariah and Elizabeth, Mary and Joseph, Simeon, and Anna testified to the hope within them. Al-
ready in Genesis 3:15, after the fall in paradise, the Lord provided that the seed of a woman would come
forth to destroy the works of the evil one. This hope of salvation strengthened the people of God in the Old
Testament. Now that the Lord has come and ascended into heaven, we are still looking forward: to His sec-
ond coming. We are eagerly waiting for the day wherein He will be all in all.

Thus in remembering and celebrating His birth, our thoughts progress to His suffering, His death, His res-
-~ urrection, His ascension, and-His-return--The Lord closes the Scriptures with the words:“Surely I am coming
soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! (Revelation 22:20)

FORWARD-LOOKING EDITORIAL TEAM

At the last meeting of the editorial committee with the publisher, it was decided that Clarion was due for a
slight changeover and makeover. The new editorial team (described below), whose responsibilities go into ef-
fect on January 1, 1995, will strive for a more structured and cohesive approach in Clarion. Assisted by com-
puter, modem, and fax technology, we look forward to considerable improvements in the manner in which
Clarion is produced.

Prof. J. Geertsema will remain editor-in-chief.

Rev. R.A. Schouten will become an assistant to the editor, while Rev. G.Ph. van Popta will become the over-
all coordinator. Both willingly accepted their appointment to work together in procuring, editing, and assem-
bling for production all Clarion articles. All submissions for the magazine should be directed to Rev. G.Ph.

~van Popta. His address can be found in the Clarion masthead.

Rev. WW.J. VanOene has already indicated that he will no longer provide News Medleys. From time to
time he will still contribute articles of interest.

Under a different format, Rev. C. Van Spronsen will relate interesting news from the churches.

To complement this new organizational direction, the physical appearance of Clarion will undergo some-
what of a transformation as well. The landscape scenes that presently grace the front covers are to be re-
placed by a standard, identifying Clarion cover which will be printed in two colours. In order that the photo-
graphic images and the type display a greater crispness, the paper quality will be upgraded. We hope these
changes will further stimulate older and younger people alike to pick up and read Clarion with pleasure.

We thank our editorial team: Prof. J. Geertsema, Prof. J. De Jong, Prof. C. Van Dam, Rev. R.A. Schouten,
and Rev. G. Ph. van Popta for their diligent labours in the past year. Once again we sincerely thank Rev. W.W.J.
VanQene for his longtime service, first for CRM (Canadian Reformed Magazine), then twenty-two years for
Clarion. No small contribution to our Reformed church life! Many others help us faithfully in ensuring that Clar-
ion regularly arrives at your homes, and we thank them all for their time and effort. To you who subscribe and
advertise, we express our sincere appreciation as well.

NEW RATES

For approximately three years now, the subscription rates have remained the same. However, the increase
in postage — past and future — necessitates a subscription rate increase of at least 3% as of January 1, 1995. Es-
pecially with regard to the U.S.A. and countries abroad, we no longer enjoy favourable postage charges. Please
refer to the masthead for pertinent rates.

The advertising rate will increase to $7.00 per column inch. The last increase dates from 1991.

BEST WISHES

As you remember and celebrate the birth of Christ and the work of our Lord in the year 1994, may you
and your family be blessed with the hope that is set before you in Christ, also in 1995.

W. Gortemaker




Meditation |

| Read Acts 2:40-47 M
“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching . . . v

AN APOSTOLIC CHURCH

® N the Nicene Creed we confess that we
' believe one holy catholic and apostolic
- church. What is an apostolic church? An
- apostolic church is one which is devot-
"ed to the apostles’ teachmg

ng The apostles taught. The members learned.
y a church is apostolic if it continues in this

e o,man but men moved by the Holy Spirit
d.” We do well to pay attention to the
post!es as we wou!d;to a lamp shining in a

Today many are offended by some of the things the k
apostles wrote. The apostles are seen to be hopelessly |
outdated. Their ideas are quaint but irrelevant for us so- |
phisticated twentieth century people. Paul is usually SEn—“,
gled out to serve as the scapegoat of these conceited mus-
ings. For instance, what he said about the role‘,c',)f‘ men and
women in the church and in the home is said to be im-

possible to apply in our time and culture. We are told to |
reject what he says. Many go so far as to declare Paul a |
woman hater. : SR

If the church lets go of apostolic teaching because it |
finds it offensive, then the church is no longer apostolic. If
the church can no longer believe certain aspects of the
apostolic doctrine of the New Testament, then the church |
is no longer the apostolic church. It can recite the Nicene |
Creed with grave dignity but its confession has become a he -

Let the church be a teaching church. Let xt hand do’wn; ﬁ ﬁ

the teaching of the apostles. Let it
gospel of salvation by grace through f

Let it call all people to repent of sin, ;
iour, and obey the law Of God. Let 1t not




= importance to us all.
~Sch:lder s instruction contains impor-

- of Diaconiology, emeri-
' tus at the Theological

| This article originally
~appeared in De Refor-

B matie ;20,:/‘;Iovember 1993 and has
. ,been translated by Dr. H. Boersma.

' K. Sch;lder and Lord’s Day 44

In connection with Schilder’s char-

acteristic emphases in his struggle for

the unity of the church (namely, com-
mandment, obedience, responsibility,
man as fellow worker of God), the

~question has recently been raised
- whether we should not take the con-
~ tents of HC Lord’s Day 44 more seri-

- ously in our thinking about the difficult

~ ecclesiastical problems. There we con-

- fess that even “the holiest” have only a

“small beginning” of the new obedi-

‘ence (answer 114)." In other words,

should we not consider the arduous

~search for church unity in light of the

entire human struggle to live before

God'’s eyes in new obedience?
Undoubtedly, this question is of

In our view,

1t starting points also for this matter.
ed the ecclesiastical struggle in
ork of the sanctification of
“himself spoke in this con-
ut the “small beginning.”

the unequ ocal command of God

' rC Trimp is Professor |

Umvers:ty in Kampen. |

“is also what gave him the drive to op-

- which people managed to minimize
Moreover from his strong emphasis on

| etude. (“It will never be anything any-
| way with that church unity; it’s better |

,.bors than together in one house with
'dzspute and discord.”y

tensive elaboration. It seems to me that
it has been correctly pointed out that
there is a calling here for our genera-

tion. To stimulate further thinking about |

this, I would like to ask attention for
the following four points.

1. Praising the Law

Lord’s Day 44 gives us a backward
glance at God’s law, the ten words of
the covenant. Our confession (particu-
larly answers 114 and 115) stands in the
framework of the confrontation of our
life with the high, holy will of God. It is
not just a matter of sadly ascertaining
that “man” cannot do what God re-
quires from-him (LD 4, Q. 9), but also
that even “those who have turned to
God” still only come up with fragmen-
tary work. In this way, the Reformed
confession urges us to a deep humilia-
tion which is fed by an awareness of the
high normative standards.

Schilder has protested the ease with
which people were at peace with the
division between the churches. He did
so in the name of God’s law. His respect
for God made him wholeheartedly re-
ject the “escape route” theory of the
pluriformity of the church and (in con-
nection with it) the manner in which the
confession was not taken seriously. That

pose the “every-day” kind of talk with
God’s commandment, only to contin-
ue ecclesiastical life in reasonable qui-

to live beside each other as good neigh-

‘This is how Schilder asked for re-

lcal re!a~

ancl “]eg’lnne

entance and purtfxcatton of the aware- | b is

84

tions. Such unity is only found in an
honest confrontation with God’s com-
mandment, — even if, for the rest, w
would still think differently about the
concrete application of that command— :
ment (1.115). :
Actually, Lord’s Day 44 wants to askﬁ
our attention for the apostolic instruc-
tion of Romans 7. Precisely there do
we learn that our deep complaint about
our own human inability is originated
and borne by praise of the law and the
commandment (Rom 7:7, 12, 14). Yes,
we must delight in the law of God “in
our inmost selves” (7:22). Why should
that not hold for the command for
church unity? Does that perhaps not be-
long to the blessing of the new obedi-
ence which must be applied to us?* Af-
ter all, it is exactly a mark of those who
repent to God that they stop selecting
among God’s commandments (answer
114). ;
We sometimes talk about our weak
limbs and our limping on the path of -
new obedience, and we breathe our ap-
propriate sighs (“we are all after all hu-
man” etc.). But Schilder addressed us
all — Reformed, Christian Reformed
(“Christelijk Gereformeerd”), and
Dutch Reformed — about the way on
which God has placed us: the small
road which leads to life. May it, also in
this regard, be granted to us all that we
be saved from our selfish interests, and
receive an eye for the r kad whxch God's
good commandment Qpens up for us..
Itis better to limp : ong this pat thanto
dash with all speed ou{sxd i (Caivm,;
Inst. 1.vi.3). SR
That is the rea




more ecome aware of our smful nature
~and therefore seek more eagerly the

- Christ.” This means that all striving for
~ unity must be marked by modesty.
Someone who uses big words about
God’s commandment will have to
speak to his neighbor with love, pa-
tience, and humility.
~ The apostle admonishes us that we
" must be eager to maintain the unity of

- the Spirit in the bond of peace. But he

~ adds that we must do that “with pa-
~ tience, forbearing one another in love”
- (Eph 4:2-3). Here a person receives the
- -necessary space-needed for the com-
munal confession of guilt of which K.
~ Schilder, in the footsteps of A. Kuyper,
~ gave us an example in the moving con-
clusion to his Ons aller moeder (Moth-
er of Us All) (94-96; 11.233f.). The com-
mandment urges us to prayer. That’s
what answer 115 says (and Canons of
- Dort II/IV.5 and 6). Precisely under the
 law, the Spirit wants to ignite the pas-
- sion in us to pray to God for his grace:
- “Please, let us more and more turn into
~that which Thou intendest with our
creation and wanted to restore by our
repentance: to be the image of God in
new obedience.”
People who work and pray in such

ommunal fallure and in
ot ur experlence may re-

__forgiveness of sins and righteousness in

an s vto encourage us to

have Christian steadfastness and perse-
verance. One of the essential notions of
Schilder’s theology (in particular with
regard to culture and church) is the
characterization of man as “fellow
worker of God.”” Man, who may re-
ceive this appellation, receives with the
lustre of Christ’s work of redemption -
which gives us a renewed understand-
ing of God's intention with his creation.
That idea also formed the strong drive
behind Schilder’s struggle to make the
people of his own time (his “genera-
tion,” cf. Acts 13:36) understand its ec-
clesiastical responsibility. When we
compare Schilder’s touching con-
frontation with God’s law, as he placed
it before his contemporaries, with HC

Lord’s Day 44, then we can only be
amazed. Apparently, our God has the
ability to choose his “fellow workers”

- from people who are only “students i m
~the new obedience” and who will a
‘the most make it as far as ”begmners o
: ‘(answer 114). ‘ -
is precisely by means of he sharp; -«
:fpreachmg ofthelaw that th kH Spi

‘ delecztlonf, pas

it will make us progress and will give us
the spiritual growth which character-
izes the relation with God. That is how
we will grow in the knowledge of our
misery, our redemption, and our thank-
fulness. Three times in a row, answer
115 uses the words “more and more”
(cf. also answer 123). That is the invin-
cible victory of the Holy Spirit in our

lives. There is no reason why these ‘
weighty words should not hold for our
ecclesiastical living together which
may continuously dwell under the
preaching of God's good command- ~~
ments. Here it concerns the same vic-
tory of which the HC
umphantly in answer 54
personal words: “An
am and forever 5hal/‘

p‘eaks so tri- k
m‘those very




1ghteousness by fa;th
charactenzes the Chnst:an

reaching which opens our
“sinner (in ourselves) and

t it. That is why the church
ot miss the wisdom of HC Lord’s

~ about "ts‘own nature. Redeemed from all
“triumphalism and set free with an eye

Christ),” as Rom 7:24-8:4

;;Day 44 in its thinking and speaking |

| let us not just say, ”Come w:th us 7 but
| also “we shall go with you, for we have

; ;heard that God is with you.” In that
- case, we go together, — not because we

get along so well together, but because

Christ wants to see us appear before
~ him together at the place of the admin-
istration of redemption, and because

that is where we ought to praise his
mercy over us all. Isn’t the nghteousness
of us all in him?

4. Believing the Forgiveness of Sins

We want to make a final comment.
We have heard Schilder speak about the
institution of the church, which as such is
a provisional institution. Schilder stated
this out of his conviction that the church
is “becoming” and that the active Christ

7). That’s wha
proc!amatlon

the remission of sms (Nice
That is the only reason we can mo
on, — together with God and with each
other There is no church WIthout a ba
tismal font. ‘ ‘

'H.J.D. Smit, Aspecten, p. 84; M. te Velde,
De Reformatle, 68 (1992-93) 746. e

See De Reformatie, 7 (1926-27) 388 8
(1927-28) 132 (the citations are mention
by G. Harinck, Op. cit., pp. 146, 149). S
further I, 267 (1933), 354 (1934); II, 86f.

o the'sp itual understanding of God's

ways with his people in this country,
we will be able to say more to our fellow
believers than just, “Let us with one ac-
“cord go to the temple of the Lord.” For
that festive psalm line only holds true if
~we have first come to know Christ as our
- righteousness and holiness (1 Cor 1:30).
~ Only then are we immune from church
- political calculation or self-congratula-
tory satisfaction.
Our thankfulness for God’s church

~_historical way with us will not be able

~ to obfuscate our insight into our own

~ defective functioning. This will only

“happen if we did not meet God in our
~ own history, if we have only seen peo-
ple: ourselves and our ancestors. Why
does everybody have to come with us to
the temple of the Lord? Because we are
operators of a model farm? Or because
on our way we met Christ in our own

is able to surprise us every day.

Itis of the greatest significance to al-
ways reconsider in faith this provision-
al character of the institution. It is pre-
cisely the contents of our confession in
Lord’s Day 44 which will make us un-
derstand even more that, as a commu-
nity, we are lost as soon as Christ, the
Righteous One, would leave us to our-
selves or each other. The basis for any
speaking about “provisionality” also lies
in the inability of each one of us to func-

tion as an upstanding member of

Christ’s church.

Christ’s nearness and activity in
gathering is led by his energetic “de-
fense” and “preservation” of the con-
gregation by the Holy Spirit (HC answer
54). It characterizes this church that de-
spite itself it may be called a “holy”

congregation (BC art. 27). For Scripture | “Simul peccator et justus,” Gereformeerd -
says: “God is light and in him is no dark- | Theologisch mdschnft 47 (1947) 33. [@

(1934); lll, 249-51 (1948). See also the “at-
tempting” in Schilder’s last article about this
matter (Ill, 492; Feb 23, 1952). ‘
3This is the context in which we must un-
derstand Schilder’s words: “God’s com-
mandment, and that's it.” See I, 356 (1934).
Regarding this point, therefore, we take
some distance from Smit’s interpretation (As-
pecten, pp. 74, 83).
“Cf. J. Kamphuis, De Reformatle, 65 (1989-
90) 452f. :
Ons aller moeder (Kampen, 1935), p. 65;
It, 208. ,
‘See G.C. Berkouwer, De kerk (Kampen :
Kok, 1972), 11, 161 -82.

7). Veenhof gives a nice overview in his essay‘
“Medewerkers van God: K. Schilder over
plaats en taak van de mens in het handelen
van God,” in W.F. de Gaay Fortman, et al.,
eds., “Achter den tijd” (festschrift for G.
Puchinger) (Haarlem, 1968), pp. 139-54.
°G.C. Berkouwer, at the end of his essay on




title above this re-
port reflects the content
f a speech delivered by
Dr. C. Venema on Oct.

the struggles of secession, it can easily
happen that seceding churches so much
emphasize one or more points of doc-
trine or practice that Christian life loses

Independents is their relatsonsh:p with
other true churches on the basisof a

8thinCalgary, AB- Dr.
nema, professor of

es at Mid-American Re-
)eminary, was the speaker at a
e organized by the council

of Trlmty Reformed Church
bridge, AB. Approximately 150
ere in attendance, including
of Can. Reformed folks

was not Dr. Venema’s desire on

ening to be prophetic. Rather

o k,:‘tha‘n at‘te‘mpﬁng prediction of the future

a fwarned the Indepen-
ot to bé reactive in their

its batance.

The Independent churches were
also encouraged to test the practices
and traditions which they have taken
over from the Christian Reformed
Church. As an example, Dr. Venema
mentioned the normal practice of hav-
ing a fixed number of elders and dea-
cons in a local church. The danger of a
fixed number is the ordination of men
who are perhaps not qualified for office.
Dr. Venema also exhorted the Indepen-

. _dent church to be faithful in church

discipline. According to him, the ne-
glect of church discipline is one of the
chief causes of decline in the CRC.
While he did promote testing of
practices and traditions, Dr. Venema
also reminded his listeners that there
was no need to start from scratch in
building Reformed church life. There is
a Reformed inheritance on which the
newly seceded churches must not lose
their grip. Dr. Venema had the impres-
sion the Independent churches were in
some cases “flying by the seat of their
pants” when it came to matters of
Church Order. He urged them to be-

| come self-conscious of the Church Or-
- der which was theirs when they were
| in the CRC.

Another challenge facing the Inde-

: pendent churches is the need to hve up

common Luulc::pl,un -+ lﬁw wi H thﬁ“t‘ﬁ-
lationship be structured? Some Inde-
pendents appear to be saying that they
should never enter into a federation in
which authority is ceded to a broader
assembly. Others want a federative life
not much different than that presently -
found, for example, among the Canadi-
an Reformed churches. Dr. Venema
wondered whether meamngful fellow-
ship between churches is even possdale? ‘
if there is no submission to broader as-
semblies. He asked how it would be

possible to have meaningful confes-
sional unity if there is no obligation
upon churches to accept the decisions
of broader assemblies. In what other
manner could the churches be doctri- -
nally accountable to each other? ;
Given that the Reformed Confession
directs the churches to seek unity and

fellowship with other faithful churches,

the next point concerned the extent of

this fellowship. Some of the Indepen- v

dents seek a realignment of faithful
churches of both Reformed and Pres-
byterian origin in a United Ref/Pres. fed-
eration. Other Independents feel it is
best to start dose to home by seekmg ;
vith ches of similar re-
formed backgro nd. Dr. Venema did
not state his preference in t
in response'

encouraged

take up con

“vow of subscr




ches and possable others

. possible only with a

s prescrlptlve Church Or-
re ently used among the

prescnbed nothing be-
| Biblical requirements.

and térkms,of office. Accordmg to the

- mark of a true church: fedérattdn

While Dr. Venema clearly hoped for
eventual church unity among all those

“who are confessionally Reformed, he

did also address the possible failure of

such a venture. Even if no federative
‘unity emerges, not all is lost. Even with-

out federation, local churches can do
their ecumenical work. Even if federa-
tive unity is impossible, Dr. Venema
felt it appropriate for such local church-
es to acknowledge each other and to
live as closely together as possible, ac-
cepting each other’s membership and
ministry (let’s call this plan B).

As a Canadian Reformed observer,

readiness to live v
ideal. From the
scribe, plan B
ture,fa:nd ec
Canadian Refo
find is im,p(jss

mvoivement of thelr federatlon al d
without a commitment on the part o
the other churches to work for real u

—speaker, these-are examples-of matters
perhaps best left i in the control of local
counc;ls ‘

" As far as obstacles on the Canadian

‘Reformed side are concerned, Dr. Ven-

~ema stated the concern of some Inde-

one-could-be-thankful-for the presenta=
tion of Dr. Venema. There was great
sensitivity to Reformed history and a
willingness to listen to the obligations of
the Reformed Confession about church
unity. The matter of a somewhat pared

Ly II llldl LUHI”HU[]U”[ lU WUTK

unity is lacking, whether on the part of
the Canadian Reformed or the Inde
pendent Reformed, the question m st
eventually arise: is there in fact ‘ '
of doctrine?




m he Reformed Church
5 (Liberated) in Hattem,
the Netherlands and the
' North American organi-
—zation;“Christfor Rus=
sia,” continue their
(sometimes joint) efforts for the Re-
formed faith in the Ukraine and Russia.

The Ukraine

Rev. M. Nap has completed seven
orientation trips through the Ukraine in
an effort to determine where he could
best establish himself and be of service
for the Reformed faith in that country.
Talks have also been held with govern-
~ ment representatives and churches. A

““decision on where Nap will begin his |

work appears to be expected soon.

In the Hungarian speaking part of
‘the Ukraine, the southwest, called the
- Carpatho-Ukraine, there is a Reformed

federation of churches with 92 congre-
gations and 24 ministers. They are in
the process of establishing a training
centre for ministers and missionaries.
Mr. Ben van der Lugt (also sent out by
Hattem) is involved as advisor for set-
ting up the educational program and
also in teaching.

This new seminary is in Tivardarfal-
va in the region of Beregovo, close to
the Hungarian-Ukraine border. After

some delays due to lack of adequate
~ staffing and the slow pace of transfer-
ring property that had once been com-
munist, this school could be opened
on October 10. They have 100 stu-
~dents! Because of difficulties in getting

‘Hungarian teachers, Drs. J.J.A. Colijn |

- who had previously taught for two years

~ at Debrecen will be helping out. He
also teaches church history in a Re-
7formed college in nearby Romania.

- :‘”Ch for Russia” is supporting the es-
S tabl:shment ofa semlnary in the Donets

In eastern Ukraine, the organization |

Reforme(l Worlz m tlle

Ukraine and Russm

A meeting in Debrecen on May 2, 1993 where much plannmg took lace. Seated in
front, left to right, Bishop Gulacsy Lajos; Rev. Oraczi Pal, leader of 5 « es;and
the contractor for building the seminary and dormitory in Tivadarfalva; ; standing, left
to right, Nacy Bela; Mr. Kuipers, president of the Ukrainian Committee in Hattern; Drs.
J. Colijn; Rev. M. Nap; an unknown person; Rev. N. Vogelzang, director of “Christ for
Russia” who is now retiring; Rev. Oosterhuis; and the furthest rlght isMr. P Van Duk

secretary of the Ukrainian Committee in Hattem. o

‘He has also spoken to scientists at the
urging of the mayor. .
Besides the above activities, the sk
work of mercy also has the attention of el
the Dutch churches and “Christ for Rus-
sia.” The former are in the process of
planning and organizing diaconal he!p -
| and the latter has stimulated a prominent
Christian medical societ (The Luke So--
'CIety) to send Dr :

Basin. For ten years, miners in the area
had been listening to the Back to God
Hour and 150 churches sent an urgent
request to “Christ for Russia” requesting
their aid for establishing a training
‘school for ministers. There is a great |
need with many vacant churches.
“Christ for Russia” has sent Rev. W.
Ribbens of Virginia to help. The re-
sponse has been beyond expectat:on
Hrs courses attracted 100 200 people




At the )hstallatlon of Rev. M. kNap as mISSIoharj) to the U ]
Vogelzang, director of “Christ for Russia,” and on the far right, R
ing to Mr. Kuipers, president of the Ukrainian Committee in 1

Russia

Not just the Ukraine, but also Rus-
sia has the attention of our Dutch broth-
ers and sisters and, of course, it has the
attention of “Christ for Russia” as well.
The church at Wezep produced a com-
pact disc of congregational singing so
that proceeds from selling it can be used
to support a Reformed house congrega-
tion in Moscow which Rev. Nap had vis-
ited. This congregation which has been
meeting up to now in the home of their
minister, Rev. Lotsmanov, needs a new
meeting place. They are not able to sing
because of the close proximity of neigh-
bours. Wezep has, therefore, pledged to
help them find a new place to worship
where they can sing! It seems appropri-
ate that the selling of CDs of singing is
used to raise money to achieve this goal.

“Christ for Russia” is sending three
men to Russia to teach and to fact find,
among whom is Dr. D. Clair Davis of
Westminster Seminary in Philadelphia.
The distribution of good literature is
also a high priority of “Christ for Russia.”
Two hundred thousand copies of a 40-
page, 20-lesson, English-Russian Cate-
chism Diglot are being distributed. Since
there is a hunger to learn English, it is the
~ hope that this booklet will help satisfy

both a spiritual need, as well as, the de-
sire to learn English. To help the large
Muslim population in Russia, Rev. B.

 Madany’s The Bible and Islam has been

 translated and is being readied for print.

Calvin’s Institutes of the Christian R
ligion is also being prepared for publice
tion in Russian by Christian Reformed
World Literature Missions. One of Rus
sia’s most prestigious state

~ Louis Berkhof's Summary of Christian | Con
~ Doctrine is likewise ready for being | D:

 printed in Russian and distributed. -




“everything in an article in Clarion, but

let us note the following.

The key issue

supervision of the Lord’s Table

dox.F Droch\rfan::n Church
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e Canadlan Reformed

vo churches (issues of con-
mbership, supervision of

he Christian Reformed Church).

ame Synod also expressed “the

‘that the way to ecclesiasti-
ip, in accordance with the

- Ecclesiastical Fellowship, may
" (Acts, Art. 72.V).

Wthh has surprised and
OPC. Although it did not
ationship of ecclesiastical
ith the OPC, it did do so

One of the unfortunate aspects of
our almost thirty-year contract with the
OPC is that in the course of these rather
drawn out discussions, one can easily
lose perspective so that secondary mat-
ters become the most important and the
most important are all but forgotten. In
our contact with the OPC the most im-
portant matter is that after twelve years
of study, the Synod of Coaldale (1977)
could decide “with thankfulness to rec-
ognize the OPC as a true Church of our
Lord Jesus Christ as confessed in Arti-
cle 29 of the Belgic Confessions” (Acts,
Art. 91). This decision leaves no room
for ambiguity or for downplaying the
decision as if something less than what
was said was meant. After all, Art. 29 is
quite clear.

This decision means that we have of-
ficially acknowledged that the OPC
practices the pure preaching of the
gospel. It maintains the pure administra-

- tion of the sacraments as Christ instituted

them. It exercises church discipline for
correcting and punishing sins. In short,
it governs itself according to the pure
Word of God, rejecting all things con-
trary to it and regarding Jesus Christ as

~ the only Head. This is how Art. 29 de—

scribes the marks of the true cl
Unfortunate!y, Synod

‘ could g0 no further than “to

the relationship with the CRC
consider them one | '

Confessional mem

Reformed churches explici
who publicly profess thei

trine of the Word of God, summarize
in the confessions, and taught here in
this Christian Church” (Book fPra:se L
p. 593). The OPC does 1

mention the confessions, bu
speak of the “doctrine of salvation.” Tt
question asked is whether “you belie

the perfect and only true doc
vation” (Directory of Worship of th
OPC, V.5). *

a full grasp :
in the confession




161). Thus there was an implicit refer- | |

ence to the confessions (through the
word “doctrine”), just as in the present

OPC formulation. Also, is the practice

in the Canadian Reformed churches re-
ally principally different from that in
the OPC? Consider the following writ-
ten by Rev. G. |. Williamson in Or-
dained Servant (Jan. 1994), an official
publication of the OPC. Williamson
wrote this article after having heard
Prof. J. Kamphuis’ speech “Remarks on
Church and Toleration” which he had
delivered at the 1993 ICRC. This speech
was printed in this issue of Ordained
Servant. Rev, Williamson wrote:
Among the issues raised in the dis-
cussions which have taken place
between representatives of the
Canadian Reformed churches and

__the Orthodox Presbyterian Church

is that of the terms for communi-
cant church membership. On the
one hand it is said that the OPC
‘only’ requires people to make a
credible profession of faith. It does
not, in other words, require that
every communicant member direct-
ly affirm adherence to the West-
minster Standards. The Canadian
Reformed churches, on the other
hand, include within their first
membership vow a direct reference
~to the Reformed-Confessions. . . .
Because of my involvement in some
of these ecumenical discussions |
was very much impressed, when |
heard the lecture by Professor Kam-
phuis with its relevance to this mat-
ter. It is my conviction, after hear-
ing what he had to say, that there is
very little difference between us.
Anyone who answers the four mem-
bership vows of the OPC in the af-
firmative is bound to receive and
-adhere to the doctrine of the Bible.
And the doctrine of the Bible is the
doctrine summarized in our confes-
sions. It has never been my under-
standing, therefore, that we can re-
ceive people into membership in
the OPC who are in fundamental
and conscious opposition to the
doctrine of our Confession.
Rev. Williamson then goes on to note
“how the OPC admits those into the
church who may not be able to fully
comprehend all the doctrines of salva-
. tion and are not able to assent with suf-
~ ficient understanding to the Westmin-
~ ster Standards. Yet it would be wrong
fo deny such mdrvnduals membershlp in

%l the church

In discussing this matter with some
of the pastors and elders of the
Canadian Reformed churches | get
the distinct impression that there is
hardly any difference at all when jt
comes to actual practice. They too
are able to find a way of allowing
even mentally handicapped people
to become communicant members
of their churches . . . they will also
labor — sometimes for many years —
with a brother or a sister (who is al-
ready a communicant member)
who just can’t see that infant bap-
tism is required in the Bible. They
tolerate, in other words — at least
for a time - a degree of deviation
from strict adherence to the confes-
sions on the part of communicant
church members in very much the
same pastoral way that we do. And
it is right here that | found Professor
Kamphuis’ paper so helpful, be-
cause he too draws the line of dis-
tinction that | believe we both need
to clarify and adhere to. More is re-
quired of the ministers, elders and

deacons of the church than is re- |

quired of the other members. And
one of the primary differences is

found in the sphere of subscription.
What is tolerable with respect to
the one is not with respect to the
other. It is my hope that Professor
Kamphuis’ paper will help in this
important discussion.’
When the above is considered and re-
flected on, it seems difficult to under-
stand that this issue is one which should
keep two true churches from exercising .
a normal relationship of ecclesiastical
fellowship. Both churches want to be
Reformed and guard the Reformed
character of the church by demanding
adherence to the doctrine of salvation,
which in this context is clearly the Re-
formed doctrine as expressed in the re-
spective standards. Surely acknowledg-

ing this basic fact will also answer the

wishes of Synod 1992 (Acts 1992, Art.
72 1V). If there are aspects that are
deemed to require further dialogue,
such discussion can take place within
the framework of an existing ecclesaas-
tical fellowship

Supervision of the Lord's Table

The Canadian Rekfor‘med:churchesi s
have expressed concern whether the

purity of the Lord’s table is sufficiently




ucha person s home

of the Church Order). In
cedure of admitting

le one’s congregation
sts are invited to partici-
have heard the warning
A text of such a warn-

* The present relationship of the OPC

to the CRC should not be a hindrance |
‘towards normalizing the relationship

between the OPC and the Canadian Re-
formed churches. The OPC is clearly
showing that they use their relationship
with the CRC to warn and show the
CRC the Biblical way overagainst the

"V’.The OPC’reiatlonshlp w:th the CRC‘f the sarm

privilege and can wark for :

1 the Directory for the

“It is my solemn duty
> uninstructed, the profane,
ous, and those who secretly
ntly live in any sin, not to
holy table lest they partake
not discerning the Lord’s
eat and drink condemna-
nselves.” The OPC admit

ay of fencing the table is not

‘be put in place between
,;churches of the Lord. The

{ ke place under the
( jor sessxon 3

, iexxst between the OPC and u:
“make or break” concern:

liberal tendencies in the CRC. We
should not simply regard third party re-
lationships in a static way but see how
they function. The OPC relationship
with the CRC functions in a way that we
can be happy with. They seek the good
of the CRC and are quite concerned
about negative trends and are on guard
against them. Most recently, the 1994
General Assembly decided to confront
the CRC with their concerns about what
the OPC perceives to b the CRC’s “sin-

ful conduct.” Given the integrity which |

the OPC has shown in confronting the
Reformed Ecumenical Synod (later
called the Reformed Ecumenical Coun-
cil) with their deviations and their leav-
ing this organization in 1988 and join-
ing the ICRC in 1993, there is no reason
to doubt the OPC’s genuine concern
with the CRC as well and their inten-
tion to do something about it.

What now?

~ We as Canadian Reformed church-
| es must recognize more forthrightly than
| we have that the outstanding issues that

are not

ds, the exnstence of these i

ing to be more dc:xse!y‘,

ory and b
persevered in bemg falthfu! to thelr Lord
and our Lord. The OPC has similz

good if we could have are
of ecclesiastical fellowsh‘
the OPC. "

ing one church Basica l )
foreign (Am’eri\can)"c)’ rch
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t an armed gunman had |
r out of her car and had ab-

r two sons. We listened and |

th anguish as the desperate
on the news and asked her
“be strong” and told them
re the most loved little chil-
‘earth.” But even those who
e stranger-abduction story
were struck dumb by the
1. How could a mother

apped into their car seats?

rder is a cap;tal crime in

shall not kill” said God.
mer, a father living in Wilkie,
n, killed his little daugh-
/ lve years old, suffered

ds and wore dlapers Tra-
‘m‘c’h pa‘in In October of

;pérson who looks and sound perfectly

| science. Her lack of conscience was

. there for all to see. She was able to lie

s | convincingly and to imitate the normal
hocked when we heard |

“their children lately. The media scream

| there are millions of s
| Canada and the United St

normal but who is missing a key com-
ponent of the human character: a con-

emotions.of other people.-She blamed. |
the “abduction” on a black man. Mean-
while, she had murdered her children.
It was an impressive performance. “Has
she no conscience?” we ask.

Anger

You've read the papers. You've seen
and heard the news reports. You talked
about it in your schools. You expressed
your rage that a mother could kill her
sons and that a father could kill his
daughter. You declared Susan Smith’s
actions completely hateful. Although
you may have felt a brief twinge of
compassion for Robert Latimer, you
said: “It’s not right! God said: ‘You shall
not kill!” That's the bottom line.”

Your anger is understandable, even
appropriate. Both Smith and Latimer are
guilty of terrible crimes, their differing
circumstances notwithstanding. But
let’s rein in our rage for a moment. Or,
let’s extend it to millions of others. For
Susan Smith and Robert Latimer are
not the only parents to have killed their
children lately. Millions, on both sides
| of the Forty-Ninth parallel, have killed

at Susan Smith and declare her a so-
| ciopath. If Smith is a soc:o‘

ica. MIUIOI’IS of North Al

dignatioh? Th
courts approve

that the ”ce[l

the womb of

~woman has yet give

fruit or a pet rock. Women or
birth to human bables

Hypocrisy

Have we been taken in by the
hypocrisy? Has the media, the world, d
sensitized us so badly that we ar
shocked by Susan Smith but no lo :
flinch when we hear that 100,000 b ,
were aborted in Canada last year? Let's
be cold about it! What are two babies
compared to 100,000? We seethe and
fume at the Susan Sm;th story. We think
that Tracy’s father got off easy with 10
years. Meanwhile, even respectable
Christian women visit Everywoman'’s.
Health Clinic to have the fruit of thei
womb murdered by “birth regulators
and “reproductive health providers.”

“You shall not killl” said God.
God’s commandment to preserve life
protects all children, born and unborn.

womb protects that sa

side the womb just as - well.
strange God wou

less His law if H




s hard to believe that
e have come to the
F a whole year and

hat another review is in

Sttt itis true. The

lock and the calendar
e may wish that they

e want to be of an age
an date and marry. Of

case, no matter where we
: ubject of time, the fact of |
at the calendar does not

1 you come right down to
ly disturb us great-

TS we stand on the con-

j meth' g that God

has created and that God controls. He
has given us another year and He is
about to give us a new year.

Still, it is not my calling to proph-

1 esy in this article about the future but

to bring together the main events that
have occurred in our federation of
churches during 1994.

Churches and ministers

Looking at the situation of our
churches generally, we see that the
overall number of churches did not
change but remained at 45. Neverthe-
less, within that number there have
been some changes. The Church at
Lower Sackville decided to leave the

| federation after a very small and narrow |

vote was taken. Seeing that | am not
aware of all of the details concerning
\ this withdrawal, | shall refrain from fur-
ther comment and leave it to others
who are “in the know.” In addition, |
have been told that the Church of Lau-
rel is now, or is soon to become, a
“house congregation” under the aus-
pices of the Church at Blue Bell. join-

ing the federat:on a

other words, we co

annually at the rate of a goc

viable congregation. ,
Moving through the local chur

from east to west a number of ch

sort out what to do
bership base. Should
adjusted or should a




future building.‘ln;additiyon the Church

of Neerlandia received quite a number
of new members with the arrival of the
- Rev. W.B. Slomp and his family. He
may well hold the distinction of serving
in the most northern of our churches.

Of all the churches one can argue
that the most change came to the Church
of Aldergrove. In the first place it was in-
stituted on the second day of 1994 and in
the second it received its first pastor
near the end of the year in the person of
the Rev. Dr. J. Boersma. The Church of
Houston also has a new face to look at
every Sunday, due to the fact that Can-
didate . Louwerse accepted its call and
was ordained as its new minister.

As far as vacant churches are con-
cerned, the churches at Abbotsford, Ed-
monton (Immanuel), Smithers and
Toronto all extended calls to various
~ ministers but without success. May the
Lord see fit to bless their calling efforts
in 1995.

Retired ministers and professors

During this past year many of our
retired ministers and professors led busy
lives. Professor |. Faber made a trip to
Florida in order to thaw out from a
rather cold Ontario winter and went to
one of my favourite cities, Edinburgh,
Scotland, where he spoke at a Calvin
~_Symposium. Prof. K. Deddens made

what is becoming an annual visit to B.C.
where he visited his children, preached,
gave speeches and attended the West-
ern Canada Ministerial Conference in
Coaldale. Obviously there is no moss
growing under his feet. The same can
also be said of the Rev. M. van Bev-
eren, who looks as youthful as ever, and
was found willing and able to represent
our churches in Australia.

The health of the Revs. D. Vander-
Boom, M. van Beveren, M. VanderWel,
G. VanDooren, W.W.]. VanOene, and
J. VanRietschoten remained good as is
“evidenced by the fact that on Sundays
- you could find them occupymg a va-
‘cant pulpit somewhere in the land or
busy with one or other church duty. At

the same time the Revs. D. Dejong in

the Netherlands and J. Mulder in
Burlington remained active and were
doing well, although they need to pace
themselves. The only colleague that |

- know of who continued to suffer from ill
health and is in need of our prayers is
the Rev. P. Kingma.

In addition it should also be re-
membered that Sr. M. Stel, the wife of
the late Rev. H.A. Stel, passed on to the
Lord. Together with her husband she be-

longed to the pioneer ministerial fami-

lies and helped him during his service

in the churches, both in the Netherlands
and in the churches of Houston and
Winnipeg. Our condolences go out to
her children and grandchildren.

The year 1994 also saw a ministerial
celebration in Langley where the Rev.
D. VanderBoom was congratulated on
his 40 years of service in the ministry.

Missionaries and mission workers

No Year-End Review would be com-
plete without attention being paid to
those who work on the mission fields.

problems; however, his condition sta-
bilized in 1994 and he was able to do
his work, albeit with some special as-
sistance. Rev. Meijer continued with
his translation and developmental work
and together with his family was get-
ting ready to return to the Netherlands.
Rev. Venema, as a missionary, took up
resident in Sdo José and became more
and more involved in the work there,
As for Br. and Sr. J. Kuik, they con-
tinued with their work of Mission Aid,
much of it centering on the new nurs-
ery building. They also received a visit
in April from the Brs. K. VanderPloeg

In a village near Sdo josé da Coroa Grande, Brazil

During 1994 Rev. H. Versteeg contin-
ued to work hard on preparing the
churches in Irian Jaya for the day of his
repatriation. Together with his family
he was also able to travel more exten-
sively in Indonesia and see some of the
great natural beauty and religious diver-
sity of that vast country.

While the Versteeg family was
preparing to leave Indonesia, another
family arrived there. Br. and Sr. C.
Togeretz, together with their two chil-
dren, have settled in Java where he will
be working as a pilot for Mission Avia-
tion Fellowship. MAF, as it is called,
has for many years supplied an essential
service for our missionaries in Irian
Jaya and for missionaries in many other
very inaccessible places in the world.

From Indonesia we travel to Brazil,
where most of our missionaries are
based. In the north the Revs. R.F.
Boersema, P.K. Meijer and E. Venema
continued to do their work. For a time
in 1993 it appeared as if Rev. Boersema
would have no choice but to request
early retirement because of his eye

and H. VanderHorst as members of the
Mission Aid Board.

Further to the south the Church of
Hamilton, along with its supporting
churches, was busy with mission work
too. Both the Revs. J. Kroeze and R.
Sietsma live in the city of Macei6 and
worked hard on establishing congrega-
tions there. In the early part of the year
the Kroeze family was on furlough,
spending time both in Australia and
Canada. Needless to say, this put extra
pressure on the Sietsma family, also see-
ing that they were still in the process of
adapting to their new surroundings:

Later on in the year, a Latin Ameri-
can Missionary Conference was orga-
nized and present were not only the mis-

sionaries of our churches but also those

of our Dutch sister churches, In addition,
the churches of Hamilton and Surrey, as
sending churches were also represented
by the Revs. D. Agema, Cl. Stam and C.
VanSpronsen, as well as Br. L. Stam. To-
gether both delegations had many meet-

ings with their missionaries, as well as
- considerable joint consultations. No -
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- Gospel in Islamic

inety-four was a year of
ictivity at our Theological
nilton. In September two

d, namely, Mr. John

1 Mr. John Louwerse. As
w students were enrolled:
heon Dathan from Tim-
~Mr. Marc Jagt from
Ontano, Mr. James Smith
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m Langley, B.C. The total

derVelde as the librarian. Together they
did a great job.

Seeing that we are dealing with
seminary education, it should also be
mentioned that this past year saw the
rise of some talk about a future over-
supply of students and ministers. Mem-
bers took note of the fact that there were
only four vacancies and more than a
dozen students. While such talk is to
be expected, some further reflection
was, and remains, in order. If one con-
siders the present vacancies in Canada
and Australia, missionary vacancies,
new churches being instituted, minis-
ters retiring, and new opportunities be-
ing considered, one can only come to
the conclusion that talk of surplus re-
mains premature.

Ecclesiastical meetings

The last twelve months also saw
meetings of various ecclesiastical as-
semblies. Consistories, church councils,

| classes, and regional synods met and
 consumed a considerable amount of
| time and expense. Toward the end of
the year reglonal synods in both east

time has come to
ation to increas
gates to twe’nty fi
ters and six elders
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support. Some provincial governments
are generous with their monies and
others insist on acting like Scrooge.

The result is that the financial burden on

nd such a delegation, de-

is request could not be |

So for the first time in our
ories, an official delega-
1d contributed to the dis-

ch in the U.S. held in
od 1992 mandated the

and it was decided to
), a commlttee mem-

parents varies. In Ontario, where no
support is forthcoming, the burden is
extremely heavy. In Alberta, British Co-
lumbia and Manitoba, there is still a
burden, because no province finances
capital costs and expenditures, but it
may well be half of what parents pay in
Ontario. This past year saw no change
in that situation and realistically speak-
ing, no improvement is in sight. If any-
thing, the size of provincial deficits and

the down-loading of federal debt, will |
guarantee that Ontario continues its |

present approach and that other
provinces may review theirs.

In spite of the financial constraints,
however, our schools were able to func-
tion and provide a quality education
for our children. In various parts of the
country, teachers’ conventions were or-
ganized, and teachers received an op-
portunity to interact with their col-
leagues, as well as to sharpen each
other’s skills. A conference for princi-

pals was also held in Burlington, On-

tario, and this provided some much

needed opportunities for our educa-
| tional leaders to compare notes and dlS—
| cuss substantive issues.

‘Some ti me ago [ was as

thatthey wnH
blessing from”hek V

At Covenan
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teachers, as w

ing students to pra'ctic’e ‘te‘a’(:h in
classrooms. At the same time the phys
ical plant of the College needs‘e, pa
sion and the Board is looking at a num-
ber of different options. Stay tunedY ~

in closing
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And behold you wil
bear a son, and you

is the time of the year again that we pay
ecial attention to the birth of our Sav-

) be remmded of it every week? Is it really SO spe-
sus was born in Bethlehem, and that He grew

our Saviour? Yes, it is very important. The Bible
e story very carefully in Matthew and Luke. We

\hves When we see Jesus Christ as our Saviour.
a little baby in Bethlehem, so sweet and cute. That
was our Lord. He humbled Himself to become a

ca re of Him. He was true God, yet at the same
became true man. He agreed to do that for us,

of H‘lm more hum1hatxon and much suffering.
ook it upon Himself to work out the plan of His
e did it, because He knew that it was the only
‘ Wlthout God s plan of salvation we would

accept;thatf gift; be happy with it,
God for i ven though it is a mystery

' and Yes!
are daily

our hves '

going through for what He suffered fcr us was much:
more difficult yet. But He did not only start a new be-
ginning for us, He finished it for us, and He will restore
our lives with the Lord completely. We are waiting for
that day, when He will return on the clouds. Until then
we just have to believe, and ask His help in our daily
struggles. He will not stop until He has made everythmgf' '
completely new for us. ‘
So, yes, it is important to remember the bn'th of
Saviour. But only when we give Him thanks for w
did for us. Not only at His birth; but also-
and resurrectlon and when He poured ou
Spirit. Not the begmmng of His task would have helpe: 1
us any. Only God'’s plan for us fulfilled in all the detailsen-
ables us to rejoice in His great deeds. Let us praise and
thank the Lord for ever and ever.

The stone the builders had rejected

Was chosen as the cornerstone.

This marvellous act, most unexpected,

The doing is of God alone.

This is the day the Lord created;

Now let us sing with joyful tones.

Grant us prosperity, we pray Thee;
O LORD, save those who are Thy own. '
Psalm 118 6
Birthdays in January:

2: Liz Koning,
Dicken'’s Field, Extended Care Centre, Room 210,
14225-94th St., Edmonton, AB. TSE 6C6

Christine Breukelman,
2225-19 St., Coaldale, AB T1M 1(34

: Robert Wierenga,
Box 115, Neerlandia, AB TOG 1R0

Henry Driegen,
72 Ross Rd. RR 1
Abbotsford BC V2S 1M3

HOR” Home, 361 30 Rd., | RR 2
o suille, ON LOR1BO




s for a “nice break”
_my colleagues at

lance, but also noticed deep apprecia-

tion for being Reformed, a gift of God.
| felt that the brothers dealt sincere-

ly with questions arising from their con-

learned a |
learn too.

speakers and

e William of Orange
~Christian School, 1 left

ﬁ'ment is further demon—
proposal to adopt the

: dards Adoptmg these
ild be contrary to the

tacts with the Canadian Reformed
churches initiated by Carman, and with
the G.K.N. (Reformed churches in the
Netherlands). The R.C.U.S. and the
G.K.N. have established a sister church
relationship, a direct result from joint
mission work in Zaire. A synodical
committee was struck so that those
questions about ecclesiology and
church government could be dealt with
properly. Rev. J. Merica expects that this
committee work will take another year.

~lam convinced that the study results of

this committee will be apologetic in
character and helpful for further dis-
cussion of outstanding issues, such as:
views of the church, church govern-
ment, and the Lord’s Supper.

On day three visitors received (a bit
of) time to address the members of
synod. | touched upon some key mo-
ments from the last four years.

1990: Asister church relationship is es-
tablished between the R.C.U.S.
and the G.K.N.
1991: The R.C.U.S. invites the Canadi-
an Reformed churches to estab-
- lish a fraternal relationship.

| 1992: The Canadian Reformed church-
‘ es answers posmvely The synod'f

contents of those articles
duction formu!aﬁ ,Thke con

erly reduced in state ent
“There is only one true

one place.” When we us

gans it does not take lo

we hear the loaded g

your mind, the C

church the only true chu’ h?”
this begins the tiring task of ex
plaining away these self-
misunderstandings. The Cana
Reformed churches are ace
able to the complete contel
those artldes to nothmg more,
nothing less.”




‘ Before | report further on those dis-
cussions | have to pause for a moment.

* Lubumbashi

" The R.C.U.S. supports Reformed
mission work in Zaire. On Monday,
‘May 19, it was announced the Rev.

Kishimba from Lubumbashi, Zaire,
would visit the synod. Rev. Kishimba
speaks French, the official language of
Zaire. However, the translator whose

~services the synod was going to use,
could not come. | hesitated to offer my
~services since my French is covered
under layers of Portuguese. It became a
wonderful experience. Through God'’s
providence, | was allowed to translate
an amazing story about the wondrous
works of the Lord.

——When-he was young,Rev-Kishim-

ba listened to the Reformed mission
programs from the “Back to God Hour.”

That same organization made it possi-

ble for him to study theology for 4 years
in Aix-en-Provence, France. Student

Kishimba’s wife and fw‘o children

stayed behind in Zaire.

About 10 years ago Rev. Kishimba
started his work as a minister in Zaire.
Now there are 250 congregations
(100,000 [?] members). Those 250 con-
gregations have only two ministers. So
the training of ministers is of utmost
importance. The G.K.N. (Spakenburg)
have already sent two missionaries for
the training of ministers. Soon a third
and a possible fourth will follow. The
Dutch Mission Aid organization also
has a worker in Zaire.

At this moment Zaire experiences
a famine. Rev. Kishimba spoke about
suffering congregation members as
well as about another threat the famine
poses to the young churches in Zaire.
It is the question: How can a sovereign

God allow this to happen? is He really |

sovereign?

Since many people in Zaire do not
speak French, the Heidelberg Cate-
chism has been translated into three dif-
ferent languages.

Adopted

We have to go back to the synodical
discussions about the confessions for a
moment. You should have seen how the
eyes of Rev. Kishimba lit up when |
translated the results of the final vote:
39 yeas, 13 nays.

He told me:
“In Zaire, many years ago, before
the help from the U.S.A. and Hol-
land, someone said: ‘Not every
church that calls itself Reformed is
really Reformed. But | can recom-
mend the R.C.U.S. They have the

Heidelberg Catechism, the Canons

of Dort and the Belgic Confession.”
After telling me this we agreed that the
R.C.U.S. followed the good example of
the Zairian churches.

was a nice break indeed. A break in
which I learned a lot about the provi-
dence of God.

Let us praise His name for all His
wondrous works. :

( Grades ! thmugh 5 hstenmg:
attentlvely to their new
teacher.

On-May 26-Hlew-home: After-ath-it——



Houston Receives
a New Minister

and the new minister of
Houston, B.C., Sunday,
October 16, 1994 was a

or both the congregation |

special day indeed. In
the morning Rev. J.
“Louwerse was ordained as minister of
the Word, in the afternoon he deliv-
ered his inaugural sermon, and in the
evening he was welcomed by congre-
gation and guests alike.

Rev. J. Moesker chose as text 1 Pe-
ter 1:23. The theme of the sermon was
“The great importance of the preaching
of the Word.” The first point dealt with
“That Word which gives new birth” and
emphasized the preaching of the Word
as an instrument of the Holy Spirit to
bring about regeneration. This makes
the task of a minister a beautiful task
but also one that carries much respon-
sibility. His second point “That Word
gives growth to salvation” (1 Peter 2:2)
dealt with the members of the church
(using the image of a newborn who cries
for milk), who should long for the pure
milk of the gospel and who should spir-
itually grow by it.

Towards the end of the service the
form for ordination was read and an-
swered, the laying on of hands took
place, and Candidate Louwerse be-
came Reverend Louwerse.

Our new minister chose as text for
his sermon Ezekiel 33:10, 11a. The
theme was By the watch of His watch-
men our sovereign Lord directs His peo-
ple to the one way of escape.” We
looked at the first point, “the bearer of
the message” who will have to give ac-
count even though the message he
(Ezekiel) proclaims is not popular to the
people. The second point, “the necessity
of this message” for both saint and sin-
ner since both must heed the watch-
man’s warning to bring life eternal, the
way of escape, The third point “the re-
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Rev. J. Louwerse

sponse to this message” was a calling to
us as His children to live in the fullness
of the promises laid out to us at baptism;
this also included the covenant de-
mands. We are to be directed through
the preaching to a life of fellowship with
God, but we cannot do it alone. It is
done only through faith in Christ by the
power of the Holy Spirit.

That evening at 8:00 the welcome
evening began with Br. R. Fennema, as
chairman of the consistory, presiding.
He opened the meeting, we sang from
Psalm 84:1, 6 and read the same Psalm
after which he lead in prayer and wel-
comed all present. He noted with grat-
itude that Houston after a vacancy of
only three months is again blessed with
a minister of the Word. He also
thanked Rev. Moesker for conducting
the ordination service as well as for

serving as Houston’s counsellor during
the vacancy.

Sr. Linda Koopmans welcomed Rev.
Louwerse on behalf of the Ladies Aid. Br.
H. Fennema extended a welcome on be-
half of the Men'’s and Women's Society.

The children of the congregation
each presented a useful or interesting
gift together with a short poem repre-
senting the letters of the alphabet.

We were treated to a musical per-
formance by “Chris Vandenhoek and
the Dykstras’” featuring stringed instru-
ments together with the organ.

The senior boys’ and girls’ club is-
sued a room-wide gift certificate enti-
tling the holder to ten Saturdays of help
around the yard.

Representing our neighbouring
congregation of Smithers, Br. Fred Hof-
sink congratulated the Houston church



and w‘iShed Rev. Louwerse well in his
ministry.

Representmg Classis Pacific, Rev.
;Mees;,ker then congratulated both Hous-
~ ton and its new minister. As advice to the
‘;mlnlster he read from 1 Cormthlans 4:6
“do not go. beyond what is written.”

 Letters were read from two of our
form - ministers, Rev. E. Kampen and

Rev. W.B. Slomp who, together with

ff‘,‘th ir wives, ‘wished both Houston and

Theologrcal College wush-

l’HS mmlstry and takmg ~

Sr. Clarinda Meints and Sr. Bonnie
Leffers presented a number of useful
and interesting gifts with a “Characteris-
tically Northern Flair” on behalf of the
different families in the congregation.

Br. Geoff Meints welcomed the min-
ister on behalf of the Young People’s So-
ciety.

A poem was read by Sr. Anne Van- |
denhoek entitled “What shall I say?”

After the program the congregation
sang Psalm 150:1, 3 and Rev. Louw-
erse expressed his gratitude for all that
had been done for him by the congre-

~gation and the warm welcome he re-

ceived. He then led in thanksgiving

g }preyer

To end thls blessed and eventful day

everyone was invited downstairs forare- |
“laxing hour of refreshments and fellow- | |
| ship. This was a day which will surely |

- be remembered for some the to come.

“H. Dykstra m




‘Sunday, November 6,

he congregation of ||

ldergrove rejoiced as
‘received its first shep-

~herd, Dr. J. Boersma.
The ordmatlon was led
~ Tj. Boersma of Drachten,
Nethe ahds It was a great privi-

ful upon the mountains
f him who brings good
ho says to Zion, “Your

ed em His people In the text
w messengers brought
Had the kingship of God

gns.
age is still “great.”

k the power of the
salvation, and for-

Rev. Dr. J. and Mrs. Boersma

After the service the chairman of
council, Br. P. VanderPol welcomed
Pastor J. Boersma as our first minister

| in order that “he may help us prepare

our hearts to receive Him.”
“On behalf of Classis Pacific, Rev J.

Vlsscher spoke a few words, welcommg |

oersma as the tenth pastor in Cias—

On behalf of
conveyed his ¢
niscing about th

held his inaugural s'erm'o
1:4-9, where the apc;stle
thanks for God’s grace
Corinthians. It was pointed
believers of Corinth had rece
gifts. However, the proble
they used those gifts. They

_ing, thereby making “th




_ new pastor and his family. They were
reminded that if ever they had a free
Sunday, they could always invite one
of their “new relatives.” = :
Words of welcome and gifts also
came on behalf of the Men’s Society
‘and Evangelism Committee. The
Women's Society did a skit showing a
typical Canadian Reformed family on a
Sunday morning. The Young People
Society introduced themselves as new
and unique ice cream flavors. Rev.
Boersma was compared to a lighthouse
keeper, chosen by God to keep the light
in Aldergrove burning brightly. The
Adult Bible Study Club presented a hu-
morous poem on the Boersmas move
- to B.C. (in a helicopter?), and then in-
volved the Boersmas in a matching
game of parents and their children. The
Boersmas passed with flying colours!

Bill VanderPol sang a song and pre-
sented “the new family” in a photo al-
bum. Each family had prepared a page
in this album. The council presented the
new pastor with a comfortable chair for
his study, with wheels large enough to
wheel himself around, but too small to
leave Aldergrove.
Rev. J. Visscher of Langley wished
- 'us as congregation the Lord’s blessing

and many fruitful years together.
Harold Ludwig accompanied us “in
song and solo.”

At the end of the evening, Rev.
Boersma expressed his deep apprecia-
tion, also on behalf of his family. They
certainly felt welcome and part of “the
family.” He expressed the wish that as

pastor and congregation in Ald‘ergr‘ove
we may use the gifts that God has given

us, to build each other up and to grow

in God'’s service. May we all thank the
Lord for His faithfulness.

On behalf of the
Aldergrove congregation,
Janet and Bert VanGoolen

Gym of Betty Gilbert Elementary School, Aldergrove, where we hold Sé:rviceé each
Sunday.
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e development pro-
gram which C.R.W.R.F.
supports in central
Malawi is run through

- the church, unfettered
by government restric-
ists the very poor via pro-
cy, primary health care,

“sure, the lives of about 1,000 individu-
‘als. This article looks briefly at the
country in which “we” work and the

e ,chailenges facing it.

* ok K

s populatlon of nine
hon is !argely agrarian — over 90%

lc ngsafe minute: an acre
ily. Fertilizer is too ex-

‘any,~ SO the Crops pro- |

Please note also
location of:

(1) Mozambique
(2) Zambia and
(3) Tanzania

Future plans include more promotion of
hybrid chickens and goats, tree planti-
ng, and the construction of small wells
so that women, freed from long hours
spent hauling water and firewood, may

“have more time for literacy classes and

other endeavours.
Poverty has been blamed by some
on the policies and personal greed of

Banda, untli recently head of

Malawi

Congress Party and sole ruler of this tiny
country. Certamly he must bear a share




the Presrdent was un--

» as “His Excellency

zi Dr. H. Kamuzu
bbreviated title. His
hat and cane and

kmg, above the populace and
,:above repro ch ruhng by divine rlght

many, however expected Banda
eturned to power in the May

elections.

That, at least, did not happen. After

~thirty years at the helm, Banda was vot-
~ed out and Bakili Muluzi of the United

- Democratic Front given the task of

formrng the new government The elec-

tions thankfully were, peaceful, though
they clearly exposed regional divisions.

Not enough time has yet lapsed to
judge whether significant change will
result. The new government, we are
told, has stated objectives on poverty al-
leviation, a positive sign to non-gov-
ernmental organizations (NGOs) work-
ing in Malawi. Optimism, however, is

promising a plethora f new roads, hos-

pitals, etc. when in truth there is httle e

sent, twenty- frve percent of Ma ‘awr s |
children do not reach the|r fifth blrth- ‘




A recent groundnuts (=peanuts) pilot pro-
ject gave participants 5 kg. each. Out of
the approximately 40 kg. harvested, the 5
kg. was returned (shown here). The rest
was eaten or sold to purchase necessities.

day. Poverty is a way of life, health care
is minimal, life is hard. The average life
expectancy is only 46 years.
Only 1% of Malawians graduate
from university and less than 10% attend
‘secondary school. An estimated 50% of
- primary-school age children attend.

The rest help care for siblings, tend

‘goats, etc. In Lelongwe, the capital, one
“is besieged by 8-12 year olds hoping to
- make a “kwacha” (about 16 cents) by
watching the car or selling a plastic gro-

. cery-type bag to hold purchases. Their

~ families obviously cannot afford to
- schooling. The present government has

- _promised to supply schools with note-

‘books and PE"C"S —a small but hopefu[

eXfam:ple./M'ost people know only of

curative health, having little awareness
of preventative measures. A United Na-

tions study done in 46 countries deter-
mined that a one percent rise in litera-

_cyisthree times as effective in Iowerlng '
infant mortality as a one percent rise in
'the number of doctors.

So schoolmg needs addressing. (The

pmJect we support also seeks to address ,

this via literacy classes, which at pre-
sent have close to 700 students enroled.)
Hopefully the present government can
avoid such incidents as the recent
teacher’s strike in which teachers
protested their appalling wages. A local
leader sadly commented that “when two
elephants fight, the grass gets tram-
pled.” Certainly students did not benefit
from several weeks without instruction.

Government in the past, in co-op-
eration with NGQOs, has tried to ad-
dress Malawi’s problems. However,
lack of recognition that certain prob-

lems even exist was a major hindrance.

Formally recognizing the problems, as
the new administration does, promises
a greater chance of success.

In Malawi, as in much of Africa,
democracy is a new and uncertain path.
Many guideposts are needed and the
road is not likely to be paved. Western-
style democracy, having no real roots in
Africa, is fragile, its future uncertain.

We need to pray for Malawi, recog-
nizing the problems and asking that

' Ih'té:r:éropp‘ih'g‘(her maize with quaéh)ﬁcéh,grea'il)},"iﬁbfeaéé

government leaders, in dependenc:e on
God, be freed from self-service and en-

“abled to meet the needs of the people
they represent with efﬁcacy May gov-
‘ernments and leaders everywhere turn®
from the deceptive glories of self or
strife, and realize that there is sufficient

glory to be had in working peaceably

- together to fight the real enemies of -

poverty, ignorance ,and dl,sease




, !etter to the editor
f ‘Ianon dated Octo—

one holy catholic church. This is con-
sidered to be the church. It is often la-

nd question he raises
h pluriformity is really
theological deviation
rejeCt those who hold to

belted-the invisible church-This holy
catholic church, it is said, manifests it-
self in local churches. This manifesta-
tion can take on different forms, thus,
pluri-form. The local churches are re-
ferred to as the visible church(es). The
visible church, it is reasoned, could be
more or less pure. The believers have
the task to be joined to the most pure
one. It should not be necessary to prove
from scripture where this reasoning
goes wrong because we all generally
agree that this theory should be reject-

the church, although he
thetr dogmanc vrews in

ed. However, attention will be given to |

what happens when this theory is put
into practice.

Suppose a member of a Canadian
Reformed Church in town A finds a job
in town B some miles away. He moves
there. It is kind of far to travel back and
forth to where he used to live. Seeing
that these are the circumstances, he
looks for a church in town B which is

| quite close to what he was used to. He

would reason that even though the vis-
ible church where he used to live was

| better, the church in the place where
| he has moved Wi” do It doe not real- ‘

member of the
town B as gue
Lord’s Suppe




ristian Church?”
mbers of the church
of other churches can

; ‘lmportant than bemg bound to God’s
‘Word. Whoever places, “being bound
‘to God’s Word” and “being bound to

the confessions” over against one an-
other has made a wrong dilemma. The

- confessions are a tool or an instrument

by which the churches bind themselves
to God’s Word. By it, we altogether an-

soon as church plurifor-

d, confessional binding is
it would be pretty difficult
y impossible to find an ex-
g church pluriformity

at we must reject church
it must be rejected be-
on as it is put to practice the
ing bound to confessions

. Perhaps, and this is said

~one could live with some-

le, the chu rch

e end he in-

swer “yes” and “amen” to God’s Word.
That we do so together as the assembly
of God’s people is scriptural. See, for
example, Deuteronomy 27. With our
confessions we all together insist from
God’s Word that various doctrines de-
viate too far from God’s Word. For ex-
ample, we all agree on the basis of
God's Word, in Lord’s Day 31, that the
papal mass is “a denial of the one sac-
rifice and suffering of Jesus Christ, and
an accursed idolatry.” Likewise, we

‘maintain from God’s Word, Lord’s Day

27, that “infants should be baptized.”
When formulating these points in our
confessions, we, all together as mem-
bers of Christ’s church insist that those
who practice mass or refuse to have in-
fants baptized, have deviated too far
from God’s Word. Those who maintain
these false doctrines and practices must
be called to repentance. They will not
be received into the assembly of the
Lord’s people so long as they refuse to
obey the Lord in these things.

Is this too strict? Are we asking too
much? This is not just Rev. de Boer’s

- opinion. This is what we actually do!

time we rlght y.

ourselves to the

far as,” but “becau

ment with scripture. ;
Moreover, if anyone thir

there are points in the confes:

Wthh cou!d and shouid be left op




actice of church plurlform:—
,sswnal unity. It is either

'fe ga says | inconsis-
consent he knows from




~morning just like any
- other morning? No, for
- there was something in
_the air. Excitement was
- building up. It was the
| day of graduation for
: “flfty elght former Grade 12 students of
 Guido de Brés High School in Hamil-
“ton, Ontario. After so many weeks of
anticipation, each of them surely greet-
“ed this day with special thanks, and
with special trepidation, and maybe
even a butterfly or two.

How many shopping trips before
that special dress was chosen? How

- many hours of primping were involved

__before the young lady or young man
would step out into the world to be
seen by all? Or, maybe some would
never want to admit it, but it was going
to be a special day, a milestone in the

lives of those who were able to attend.
' Talking about the various prepara-
tions we shouldn’t forget to mention the
hours involved in decorating the gym-
nasium/auditorium in a fall motif. The
dinner itself also involved much prior
- planning and arranging, and it, too, was
~agreatsuccess. In the opening devotions

was mentioned with thankfulness that
aduatlon ceremony was the

0 various groups of
y the teachers in both

R

COMMENCEMENT

OCTOBER 14, 19()4

With these songs still echoing
through the auditorium, the guests all
ventured to the assembly hall at Re-

_deemer College, some twenty minutes
drive. Here you could also sense the ea-
ger anticipation as a thousand people
scurried about finding a place to sit.

The chairman of the Board, Mr. J.
VanderHoeven, opened the evening
with the reading of the beatitudes in
Matthew 5:1-16. The request was made
that the students would be enabled to
fulfil their calling in a life of service. An
introductory welcome was also extend-
ed to the graduands by the Principal, Mr.
J.G. VanDooren, who explained that the
word “commencement” points to a new
beginning, a brand new start. He ex-
pressed the hope that each graduand
would keep up the good fight of faith
and that the work done in the past four
years would serve to equip them to
stand strong.

After this, the Vice-Principal de-
clared that the time had come for the
graduands officially to become gradu-
ates. To see them all come forward to re-
ceive their diplomas and stand together
on the podium was a grand scene. There
was something in this that portrayed
the youth of the covenant standing
proudly together equipped with a vi-
sion to the future. Not only a material fu-
ture of many opportunities but also a
perspective to the eternal future was

together. After a round of applause and
much picture-taking, the graduates re-
sume their appointed seats and enjoyed :
a solo by Alison VanStraten. - S
The main address to the gradu ’
was given by Rev. J. Ludwig, himself a
former student of Guido de Brés High
School. He began by saying that con-
gratulations were due to students grad-
uating from a high school whose entire
curriculum is based on the perspective
of the true faith. Posing the question, -
“Where do you go from here?”-he con-
tinued, “What you are will influence
what you do. You are the salt of the
earth.” The quoted part of the Sermon

on the Mount was then explained and
applied as follows. As children of the
kingdom, the graduates will face in-
creasing hostility. How are we to make
an impact on the world? Saying that

we are the salt of the earth is stating a
fact. As salt, Christians should counter-
act spiritual decay and have a preserv-
ing impact on society and on each
other as they share in the anointing of
Christ. As the day is drawing near, we

have to be transformed in the renewal

of our minds. It is, therefore, very im-
portant what we do in.our own corner
of the world Itis by our godly ralk -

symbolically shown in their standing | contin






each Me T}ly Way, O Lord

SCHOOL OPENING IN THE OWEN SOUND AREA

arly in 1991 in the
House congregation of
Chatsworth the desire to
start a Canadian Re-

was approved in March 1992 and the
board mandated to pursue the feasibili-
ty of starting a school. Much work was

done and beginning a school was de-

experience in all of the 8 grade levels.
She has also been involved with com-
mittees such as The Canadian Reformed

Teacher’s Association and Curriculum

formed School in the
— Owen Sound Area was
‘expressed. The object and foundation
of such a school is as the constitution
reads “to establish, maintain and con-
duct . .. a school for the general in-
struction and education of the children
.. in-accordance with the Word of
God as confessed in the Three Forms
of Unity, The Belgic Confession, the
Heidelberg Catechism and the Canons
of Dordt.” A board was duly elected
and work began on a constitution and
" by-laws for the Society. The constitution

termined to be feasible if only the right
teacher could be found. Advertising
began immediately. Jan. 1994, in our
second year of searching, our prayers
were answered and Mrs. D. Jonker was
hired as teacher/principal for our new
1 room school.

Mrs. jonker brings along with her
23 year teaching experience; 3 years at
Calvin Christian School in Drayton, On-
tario and 20 years at Dufferin Area
Christian School in Orangeville, On-
tario. Through these years she has gained

Assistance to Reformed Education.

With Sept approaching rapidly, our
hopes in finding a rental facility were
diminishing, until finally a local church
was found willing to rent. With much
hard work from Mrs. Jonker, the Board
and many volunteers this facility was
soon transformed into a brightly deco-
rated classroom.

On September 6, 1994 the doors of
the school opened wide to 20 eager
children, as well as the teacher, parents
and guests. The chairman of the board




Mr. H. DeVries opened the day with
- singing, Bible reading and prayer. A

brief introduction and welcome wa

- given, and after good-byes were said
the school day/year had begun.

~ OnOct. 7, 1994 an official open
ing assembly was held at the school.
Mr. DeVries opened and gave a short.

list of all the events leading up to this | |
day. He then introduced the teacher,

Mrs Jonker.
~Mrs. Jonker spoke and noted how

appropr:ate it was that here on the E
r thankfulness to God for the | |

vy in seeing the increasing co- |

n and~‘growth taking place

given explalnlng how 8 grades are
- taught in 1 classroom. Together with 6
dedicated helpers, Mrs. Jonker guides
‘the students through their lessons quite
competently and skilfully. She expressed
- the hope for the Lord’s continued bless-
~ing and guidance on the school, that it

- may operate according to His W|II and
- that the children may learn His ways.

A short report was given by the Ed-

~ ucation Committee after which Rev.
- Feenstra spoke.

Rev. Feenstra mdlcated that before

~theinstitution of the church there was al-

ready strong desire for Canadian Re-
formed education. This was not moti-

~ vatedbya sense of isolationism, or by

the sense that non-Canadnan Reformed

thmgs are govemed
iture, but by God’s di-
Il created things. In sci-

hown that what they 7 , o :
- by Mr. H. Bosscher on behalf of the

learned in this school for the rest of
their lives. Reformed education is not
just regular school with Bible and
Church History added, but education
with God’s Word and works interwoven
into every subject.

Lastly Rev. Feenstra reminded us
that the only way to ensure the Lord’s
blessing on this effort is to be guided by
His Word only. What is taught must be
in complete agreement with His Word,
or it will serve no purpose at all. Only

by following His command will this
| work bear fruit. ‘

A key was presented to Mrs. Jonker

board. This key was symbolic as a wel-

Teacher’s College These guests spoke
words of congratulations, as well as en-
couragement to maintain what was now
started. We would like to express ap-
preciation for all who showed thelr sup-
port in what was said. ‘
Following the meeting all were in-
vxted downstalrs to the classroom to

classroom Mu; ,
found that the ude

clothing on .
desk. This

come, but also of the task she has | t
,through the teaching to open the minds
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Gove:rnment

Schilder Americah'R of(

EN SOUND. Another ]
pology is called for. In

he Previous School
Crossing | welcomed as
“the youngest members

s only half of the num-
snbhngs which arrived on

y. Four school openings
almost a new reformed

less meetings, and the contributions of
many to enable this little school to
open its doors. Five helpers assist the
principal/teacher in her daily task —
necessary assistance because of the
twenty children divided over eight
grades, and making effective use of the
close bond between a reformed school
and the families it serves. Rev. Feen-
stra teaches Church History to the se-
nior students, thus claiming the status
of volunteer as well.

Five individuals made use of the
opportunity to congratulate the students,
parents and principal with this event,
and encouraging the school society to
continue the work of reformed educa-
tion. It takes the courage of faith to begin
such a little basement school. It was
good to hear how already in these first
few weeks the students participated in
local activities, distinguishing them-
selves with honour in various activities
of the Owen Sound Fair. The senior stu-
dents even had the opportunity to con-
tribute to the success of the elementary

| school soccer tournament in Burlington.

Moments such as these are not only

- memorable for those directly involved,

but also for all those who love reformed

out the yea‘r t‘her,, ‘
“many concerns th

larly, principals wi:H‘pOVi;ntk
portance of a regular stud
not only at the h:gh school lev l

cipal recently wrote about thls m
manner: ~
T/me management a/w




ho all too often are
in that their students
Ity setting priorities

educatibn for all. (**) T

" ment must provide full

public schools. The publi

education is also vitally important to

our democratic way of life. If we do

not give all Albertans(***) a chance

to receive a good education, at no
cost to themselves or their families,
we will not have citizens who can
make informed decisions. Conse-
quently, our government’s policies

lished by the |

Ontario took

ther yet, fron

tional realm
Learning invo
knowledge and
haps an encourag
istry admits that
free. However, ther

and funding programs are directed
toward ensuring that our public
schools are able to serve all Alber-

The values that

tans (****)
The editor of AISCA’s Action Bulletin:
Choices for Children, tries to read in be-
ts. Giving students an | tween the lines of this ministerial state-
ganize their homework | ment:
if the study is not valued | (*)
hould Also in this re-

eems that some stu-
| activities more im-

Government provides some sup-
port for alternatives so that par-

: f:;p'er“atmn “is essential to
ccess of their children.
g, that a school is as good

i es it serves, remains true.

SCHOOLS AND THE
VERNMENT In Al-
ta, our schools are
1bers of the provin-
rganization of pri- |
;ls\, AISCA (As-

ents can choose. Children whose |

parents choose alternatives do
not deserve to be fully support-
ed. The savings are for children
whose parents don’t make “per-
sonal” choices.

How does the right of choice
threaten the right of access to
high quality education for all?
“All Albertans” does not apply
to independent school children.

(****) All young Albertans should be in

our public schools.

Those of us who remember the lessons
of history will hear echoes of the school
struggle fought for the recognition of

Christian education in the decades | i

all persons and a recogn 0
terdependence of all hum

volved in seeking full ecoﬁgn
our reformed schools. Our schools

| government’ s gracxou

snon At the sam:

government rec
government funding




; alvul 01)1w

Enclicl

l:'zeklel 1 (Chapters [

Tapplly another volume
in the Rutherford House

- series of a new transla-
|| tion of Calvin’s Old Tes- |
‘tament commentaries

' has appeared. Compe-

direct and to the point without
laying the problems he en-
arefully explains the
‘scrupulous to stick to

re. This fidelity to
tness in dealmg

Jews that they forbade anyone to
undertake, or even attempt, its ex-
planation. But either God appeared

in his prophet in vain or to some |

benefit. To affirm the former would
be very absurd. If the vision is to be
useful to us, we must understand it at
least in part. If someone objects that
it was offered to the prophet and not
to others, that quibble is easily dis-
missed, because the prophet wrote
what we read here for the common
use of the entire church. (p. 22)
Calvin then attempts to understand this
vision of the divine glory with its four
living creatures and wheels intersect-

| ing wheels and make it as clear as pos-

sible for God’s people. This is not to
suggest that Calvin thinks that he can
fully understand God as he reveals him-
self. His prayer at the end of his first lec-
ture on this vision is telling.
Almighty God, we are so fixed on
the earth by our dullness that even
when you stretch forth your hand
to us, we are unable to reach you.
Grant that, having been aroused

from above by your Spirit, we might |

learn to raise our senses to you and
struggle against our laziness until
‘in drawing closer you become so
intimately known by us that we at

~ last may arrive at the en'oyment of i

schemes to distu

‘when-we see-numerous conspira

and everything p pa d to ¢
out, let us know es
are governed by God but i
way that surpasses all ou
(p.42). Another example, when
menting on Ezek. 11:14-16, Calv
minds his audience that as God

Babylon, so God tod y
for himself the church whe
think that none exists (

After the passag

and studying. Thl
one always has to,




kpossible. In recognitibn of this fact Mrs.

Jans was’asked to make the presenta-
tion. As far as we were informed, there

‘n ed over a pledge of
used to purchase books
Is during this fiscal year.

are three sisters who have been actively
involved in collecting for the Women's
Savings Action for 25 years. They are
Mrs. Jans from Burlington, Mrs. Jean
Breukelman and Mrs. Jean Selles from
Abbotsford. Mrs. A. VanderBurgt from
Abbotsford was involved from the be-
ginning until her death in 1991. The
whole College community is deeply ap-
preciative of the contribution made by
the Women's Savings Action. Rest as-
sured that it is never simply taken for

- granted!

Women's Savmgs Athon.

College Iibrary




Church, London,“ON |

kOn behalf of the convening Church

at Watford the Rev. J. VanWouden-
berg called the meeting to order.
He requested to sing Ps. 48:1,4,
read Revelation 1:9-20 and led in
prayer.

He then welcomed the delegates,
and mentioned as memorabilia the
vacancy in the Church at Toronto,

we cannot lag behind. Sometimes |
ues o’n arlses why not srmply ;

oncern and they appreciate the
the needed funds for the li-

ch they have been blessed;
an be involved in his or her

as well as the fact that the Church
at Laurel is now a house-congrega-
tion under the supervision of Blue
Bell, and that the Church at Lower
Sackville is no longer part of the
federation.

The credentials were examined |

by the Brs. A. Koster and J. Van
Woudenberg and were found to be
in good order. The attendance list
had been properly signed and
showed that both Classes were
legally represented by all the primi-
delegates.

The following officers were chosen:

as chairman: Rev. W. DenHollan- |

der, as vice-chairman: Rev. J.
DeGelder, and as clerk: Rev. G.H.
Visscher. Regional Synod East 1994

was then declared to be constitut- |

ed.

The chairman thanked the Church
at Watford for the preparation and
Rev. VanWoudenberg for the open-
ing of Regional Synod. The pro-

' posed agenda was adopted with a

minor change.

- Four committees were then ap-
pointed to prepare proposals to

enable synod to deal wrth frve ap-

peals. ,
Synod was adjourned for comrmt- I

irrelevant, since the r
Classis Ontano-North lo
pertain to partmpatmg el
gates, but to observers..

. Synod dealt with two other appeals :

in closed session.

. The chairman asked Psalm 26 1,

to be sung and closed in prayer
The meeting was adjourned.

. The next morning Regional Sy! Qd

was reopened. The chairman:

showed that all brothers:
present.

. The Presbytery of the Mid




Y ,
he treasurer of Re-k ,
Br D VanAmeron-

ooks of the treasurer ~

:thankfuliy recexved

h at Brampton checked
ives of Regional Synod,
ined by the Church at Toron-
eported that the archives
1plete and in good order.
VSynod made the follow-
ng appointments:

Deputies Art. 48 C.O: from Classis

Cl. Stam (substitute
Snip), from Classis On-
orth: Revs. P.G. Feenstra
-Nederveen- (substitute
~ Rev. W. DenHollander).
‘ : Br. D. VanAmerongen,

\tdaudit the books of the

! rch at Lincoln.
to maintain the archives:
at Toronto.
ck the archives: The

~ Feenstra;
- alternates: G.H.
- gen, Cl. Stam, and
: that order) »

L. Slpkema (in that order).

19, Question Period was made use of.

20 The chairman ruled that there has
been no reason to apply censure ad
Art. 34 C.O.

21. The Acts were read and adopted,
and the Press Release was read and
approved for publication.

22. The vice-chairman led in thanks-

giving and the chairman closed

- ,‘,j Medembhk' A Dejo‘ng, end' “

“Regional Synod East 1994.

J. DeGelder,
e.t. vice-chairman of
Regional Synod East 1994

ress Release of the
Board of Governors of
the Theological Col-
lege of the Canadian
Reformed Churches

Subject: Meeting of the Board of Gov-
ernors held on September 8, 1994

Opening

The meeting is opened by the chair-
man, Dr. J. Visscher with the reading of
1 Peter 2:1-8 and prayer.

Roll Call
All Board members are present, to-
gether with the principal Prof. ]. Geert-

- sema.

' Election of Officers

The following governors are re-

| appointed as officers of the Board:

- Chairman Dr. J. Visscher
~ Vice-Chairman  Karl J. Veldkamp

the retention of professronal dvisor
will be provrded in February of 19
The intent is that the approval of Synod
Abbotsford, 1995 is obtained in princi-
ple which would permit, if deemed pru
dent and appro‘prlate, to proceed wit
expansion prior to Synod 1998

Survey Commlttee Report & :
On recommendation of the Exe:

tive the Board appoints a stu :

tee consisting of the Prmcrpa , the
fessor of Diaconiology and two mem

of the Academic Committee (Dr. .

cher and Rev. DenHoHander) to:

1. Evaluate moving from the g
hrstory—onented approac
practice-oriented appro
tain courses

Secretary Rev. D“ ‘Agema - pe

& Treasu rer




man year and Yon-
Sophomore level

the Visitor’s to the

lege is set as follows:
»DenHoHander and

: comed espec:a ly John Smlth, new
. representative for;You,ng, People’s

League.

" The agenda was adopted.

Minutes of the Board meeting of
September 16, 1994 were read and
corrected.

AdHoc committee will continue its

Dr } Visscher and Rev.

gement of Prof. J.

gratefully acknowledges
f correspondence from
ma wherein he expresses
ss for the celebration in
n December of 1993 and
nity to attend the Confer-

tahty of Reformed Theol-

'6n~v0cation Videotaping

rd authorizes the develop-
deotape which would
ary of the College con-

g, facility and activities
hose interested in the

or information for those

le to attend the College

work infong term planning. T. Van-
Raalte hopes to be able to continue
as a member of AdHoc committee.
An offer for assistance with budget
set up was gratefully accepted.
We reviewed De Volharding van
Job, ds. P. dejong. We agreed that it
is worthwhile to investigate further.
Contacts will be made about trans-
lating.
Minutes of Administration Commit-
tee meeting, August 30, 1994 were
reviewed.
John Smith is the new representative
for Young People’s League. An addi-
tional delegate will be at the next
meeting. Ted VanRaalte and Cynthia
Vander Laan are retired from the
Board.
Reports from Administration Com-
mittee:
a) Progress Report:
Both in Life and in Death, Dr.
Gootjes, ready since summer
1994
Christ in the Family may be
ready by Christmas.
— Books in Progress:

Daniel, Redeemer vs. Destroyer -

Bremmer, (reprmt}

cussed and wnH be wor '
further,.

Financial Report -
Reports were presented Vand
viewed. There was a
balance. Auditors re

read. They suggested thal
should be using a computerize
bookkeepmg system Thrs
be done soon. :

o  General Dtsgu&mon Pl

Book table for Women’s V,‘Leag
Day will be looked after b
ladies of Rockway/meoin ~
Consistories should receiv

of books sultable to present.

fess;on of faith




; stmas? (DO you
0 wo’rds?;) Do we get ready

ia about that? Jesus Christ came to earth
be our Saviour. So that He could be a
of us, but then He would die and take away
ur sin. That's very special! I'm glad we cel-
; pening‘every‘year*

k do thmgs differently from the worldly peo-
C Ch on Christmas morning, maybe sing




nnounced Jesus’ birth to shepherds.

ssued a decree.

d. went with her husband to Bethlehem.
. went to Bethlehem to be taxed.

. went to see Jesus, then told others about Him.

5 118208 2015 13514»

. said “Glory to God in the Highest.”

h. presented gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.

i. warned the Wise Men of Herod’s evil plan.

d

e
~f. wondered at what they were told.

8

h

i

]

" j. pretended to want to worship Jesus.

 CHRISTMAS WORD SEARCH
by Busy Beaver Jaclyn DeHaas

CHRISTMASE
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From the Mailbox

Welcome to the Busy Beaver Club Sar h
Schulenberg. When is your birthday? Where
| did you used to live? Did you help clean up
the leaves this fall, like it shows in your
ture? Hope to hear from you soon, Sarah, Bye.

Hi, Marja Vandekamp. It was nic
have a letter from you again. How old are your sister
said in your letter that your mom surpnses you wh

for you to eat? Do you have chow in school? By Mar;a

Hi, Tamara Dejong. Your letter was quite mter- L
esting. You said you have rabbits. W
them? And what grade are you in? W )
when your cousins visited? Maybe I'll hear from
you soon? Bye, Tamara.

Hi, Deanna Wierenga. Wow! You sure ha ~
done a lot of exciting things in the last httle |
Thanks for the interesting letter. |
doing well. Bye, Deanna.

To all Busy Beavers: \!jave a W
Christmas holiday! Love to you




